ETHICAL DEVELOPMENT

Education / K Subrahmanyam

Towards Unbiased Meritocracy

The present system of education is devoid of our rich cultural heritage. The erswhile gurukula system aimed
at making the pupil a complete man, inculcating moral and ethical values in him,

old gurukula system which was

value-based, ethical and moral, our
educational system took a destructive
turn. The advent of the British and their
necessity to have clerks, who would be
machine-like, paved the way for Lord
Macaulay's system of education which
unfortunately is still invogue. This sys-
'tem is devoid of our rich cultural herit-
age which aims at making the
pupil a complete man, inculcat-
ing moral and ethical values. It
is sad to note that the gurukula
system of educationwhichisthe
backbone of a country's civili-
sationis consideredtobe unpro-
ductive by our people's repre-
sentatives in Parliament. To a
Government whose aimisresult
(concrete and material) oriented,
culture and ethics- oriented edu-
cation appears to be unimpor-
tant.

An educated person is ex-
pected to be of clean habits,
pleasing manners law-abiding,
kind-hearted, unselfish, soft
spoken and of helping nature.
Education is useless if the "edu-
cated people" are otherwise. The
need of the hour is education
based on ethics.

The three fold aim of value-
based education ought to be:

* Problem-facing capacity,

* Problem-solving capacity
and

* Large-heartedness and serv-
ice while solving the problems which are
at physical, emotional, intellectual and
spiritual levels.

Only aperson of ethical excellence can
be of righteous help to humanity.

Morality is expected to ensure ethics.
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‘ ver since we deviated from our age-

The former is the code of conduct and
the latter is the purity of character. The
present educationd systemisnot directed
towards or based on ethics. Thefirst and
foremost reason for this is the madness
for materialism and the lure of sense
pleasure which are unchecked by strin-
gent laws and uncontrolled by society
for want of inspiring models.

Education ought to be amission. But

it has cessed to be even a duty and in
recent times has become a business. All
the deterioration is due to weskness for
wealth and luxury at the cogt of love of
humanity. The three-fold functioning of
the educationa activity ie— spot out the
talent, train it to perfection and direct it
towards the able sarvice to humanity —
therefore isjeopardised. Even those who
need education mogt for earning aliveli-
hood are dfected due to profiteering in

education. Money-making and mission-
ary savice do not go hand in hand.

However, without inconveniencing fi-
nancia viability, unbiased meritocracy
can very well be maintained, if only the
institution builders can put up with a
few teething troubles. There are philan-
thropists who are willing to fund insti-
tutions which stand on solid principles.

Often, officid interference is high-
lighted as a hindrance for im-
parting education based on eth-
ics. But in practice it is found
that there will be officid inter-
ference, only when the thrust
on ethicsis absent in education.
There are ingtitutions, though
few in number, which are to-
tally free from officd interfer-
ence simply because of their
meticul ous adherence to sound
principles. Character is
strength, not weakness. And
one needs to be strong to be of
character. Then the question
will be whether we can ensure
good character by introducing
academic courses in ethics.
Courses on moral stience and
ethicswill only beamockery if
they are not conducted by peo-
ple of character and conviction.
Parents, teachers and eders in
society haveto st an example.
Hs dl effortstoincul cate eth-
ics in the classroom will be a
waste. Only arevolution from
theyouth can st society right.
That day is not far off. The
youngsters are fed up with bad models.
The awakening is sure to come.

The unmotivated, the ill-motivated,
the adversely motivated and the
demotivated teechers are the greatest en-
emies to the very citadds of education.
And good teachers are not only few, but
even they are bullied by the bad. Unless
society learns to regpect a good teacher
of ethics and provides protection, there
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