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Modernise the madarsas

Recently the Centre has decid
ed to give financial aid to those
madar saswhich sought to be
modernised. Thisdecision
should be hailed by everyone
but before opting for such a
measur e the concerned autho
rities running the madar sas
have to consider its positive as
well as negative implications.
Before 1857, the madar sas
were meant for Arabic educa
tion so asto produce the so-
called clergymen but after the
introduction of English educa
tionin India, the Mudim intelli

In the'70s, some conscious
nesswas aroused among
Mudims but they wer e exploi
ed and victimised by politicia
ns. Themajor cause of thiswas
the lack of genuine Mudim
leader ship, and thissituation
prevails even today.

In Bihar, Dr Jagannath Mis-
hra championed the cause of
Mudims by recognising the
madar sas and financially aid
ing them but nothingwas done
for therevival of therr tradition
al syllabus. Prior to this, under
private ownership, these
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study of Arabic to facilitate
reading of the Quran and
Hadith. Unfortunately, the
Mudim League leader ship was
less concer ned with education,
and morewith the creation of
Pakistan.

After 1945, the influential
Musdims of north India migrat
ed to Pakistan and theillitera
te and lower classMudims
(with a few exceptions) who
remained behind were more
concerned about their survival
than other matters. Thissitua
tion largely persisted till the
demalition of the Babri Magid.

background. In the changed
scenario, when theimportan
ce of science and technical edu
cation has been realised, these
madar sas have to be moder nis
ed with the education of Quran
and Hadith asthe essential
component, while adding to
the syllabus science and other
modern subjectsas studied in
theuniversities. | think, it is
theright time for the govern
mentsaswell asthe Mudim
intelligentsia to think over
such ascheme and come up
with concrete proposals.
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