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WRITEPRESSURE

e moment of birth of something good is aways
exciting. The massive rally being organized in
New Delhi by the National Alliance for Funda-
mental Right to Education in order to demand theright
to educationisthesignal that pressuregroup activismis
coming of agein India. Jaded by electoral rallies and
empty rhetoric, people can now actually participate di-
rectly in something that affects them concretely The
draft bill proposing to make education a fundamental
rightis still hangingfire in Parliament, caught and for-
gotten in the whirlwind of political disruptions. All
those campaigningfor universal and free elementary ed-
ucation now have an influential forum, as do those
whose prime concernisuniversal literacy Itispossible,
evenif thepublicrally attracts 1,00000 people, toremind
the government that there are other priorities than the
savingof politicians' skins.

Indiahas entered adanger zone in which it hasfew
companions. Thelevd of literacy inthecountryissolow
that all thelong-termfruits of its new economic policies
arelikely to wither onthetree. Anilliterate popul ation
in the 214 century isparalysed from the point of view of
locational and employment mobility Economicliberal-
ization can meanlittlewhen it createsjobsand thereare
notakers. Besides, intheageof theinformationtechnol-
ogy revolution, illiteracy is aserious danger. Not only
will people beleft behind, but they might alsofinditim-
possible to know what facilities are available simply to
carry onwiththeir lives. Indiahas entered the millenni-
umwiththelargest number of illiteratepeople. Sothese
dangersareonlytooreal, andthelessthetimewasted on
analysingreasonsfor thefailure the better. Making edu-
cation into afundamental right would be ameaningful
step certainly but what isimmediately needed isfull at-
tentiontoinfrastructureand the examination of thesub-
stance of achievement levels. Thisiswhat Nafreand its
members can work at most effectively by actively engag-
ingin programmesfor the spread of education and sup-
porting groups which do the same. But as a pressure
body, itsjob would also be to ensure that the state and
Central governmentsfocus on compulsory elementary
education and non-formal adult teachingaspriorities.
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