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Stocks run out in Orissa,

Kids miss mid-day

SUBRATA NAGCHOUDHURY
KASHIPUR, SEPTEMBER 4

ON Monday, Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik insisted yet again that the public distribution sys-
teminthispart of Orissawasfunctioningwell, the gov-
ernment's programmes were being implemented
vigoroudy. Nothere, not at Ground Zero ofthe starva
tion death tragedy. The only sight here is of children
waitingfor their mid-day meal withempty thalis. Ithasn't
come in two weeks, and

doesntlookllke|tll come STARVAT'ON DEATHS

five kmfromtheKashipur Block Devel opment office.
Thefirstthingyou seeistheprimary school. Groupsof
childrensitinclustersing detheschool building; many of
them hold empty thalisintheir hands. It'salmost time
for their promised mid-day meal but headmaster B N
Mishratellsthem there's no meal because the school
hasrun out of itsstock of riceand dal .

It'sbeen like thisfor the past fortnight, but till the
childrenbringtheirthalis, showingatouchingfaithina
systemasrotten asfoodgraininthe FQ silos. The stock
was exhausted on August 20; when Mishrawenttothe
BDOthenext day, officidstold himtherewereno sup-
plies. Themeal will resume only whenthe stock isre-

plenished, saysMishra; till thenit'stimetofast.
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% Y oumay thifk that's an exaggeration. So doesthis
correspondent, until hemeetsfive-year-old Kuntalla
Majhi. Ask herwhat she ateinthe morningbeforecom-
ingto school and shemurmurs: 'Nothing.'

Nowonder attendance has dropped in the past 15
days. Of the 66 studentsontheralls, only 27 were pre-
sent. Headmaster Mishra says many of them are &-
flictedwith fever; othershave stayed away becausethey
areyettobecomesuddha, their period of mourningfor a
family member isyet tofinish. Manyfamili&shave fled
Uparjhiri; Kuntalla's father
Somnath is one of the few to
stay back. Asked why Kun-
tallawent to school without
food, Somnathreplies: "1 made some soupbut the chil-
drenrefusedtoeatit. Atnight, | will givethemrice."

A BPL card holder, Somnath lifted his 16-kg
monthly quotariceonAugust 29. Infivedays, 13kgshas
been exhausted; the family can no longer afford to eat
rice twiceaday, noteventhechildren. That'swherethe
mid-day meal would have hel ped.

Ask the BDO about the non-supply of rations to
schoolsandhesayshe'stotdlyinthedark. Hecdlsupthe
clerkandistoldthetruth: rationshaven't been provided
to anumber of schools because therewere no stocks.
And though fresh stocks arrived on August 29, the
school hasn'tbeengivenitsquotabecausetherewasno
vehicletotakeitthethefive-kmdistance.



