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10 minutes cost boy's life

STAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Aug. 23: When 17-year-old Arun Kumar Chahani found
the gate of hisschool closed, he shut life— hisown— out.

Yesterday, Arun had left hishome on Brahma Samaj Road at
Behala, chirpy asany youngboy starting hisday. Thismorning
wasmor especial than others, though, for thequizwhiz.

An above-aver age student hooked to quizzing, Arun wasto
meet aboard of expertswho had flown down from Chennai to
interview and select participantsfor an all-Indiameet in the
Tamil Nadu capital. "Hewasbrimmingwith confidencewhen he
left home," hisaunt, Gayetri Agarwal, said today.

Arunreached VivekanandaMission School at 11.25 am, 10
minutesafter the gate had been shut to students. Gatekeeper
Ranjan Giri, citing school regulations, refused to allow himin.

Denied entry, hereturned hometotake hislifeafew hours
later. The Class-XlI student atelittlethrough theday, saying he
was not feelingwell, and retired to hisroom for the night.

Thismorning, thefamily found hisbody — a sareetied around
the neck — hanging from the ceiling.

" The shock of being denied entry, something that happened
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very rarely, if at all, and an opportunity missed must have led him
totakethe extremestep,” hisaunt said.

Family membersrecalled that Arun had done quite well in
thewritten round of the competition and was among the few
studentscalled for theinterview to betaken by the team of
experts. Thefinal round of theall-India meet is supposed to
takeplacein Chennai " very soon", Behala police said later.

"Hewassurehewould makeit to Chennai," hisaunt added.
She said Arun wasvery sentimental and could not tolerate any
kind of humiliation.

Classes X1 and XlI of Vivekananda Mission School remained
suspended today to mourn Arun'sdeath. But neither the
principal of the school nor any teacher was available for
comment. The gatekeeper was around, awar e of what had
happened but a helpless prisoner toregulations.

"Wehavebeen told tobevery strict on punctuality,” Giri said.
"No student issupposed to belet in after 11.15am and | wasj ust
followingtherule-book," hesaid.

Had heknown Arun wasnot like any other student, he
might have acted differently. That isathought unlikely toleave
Giriinahurry.



