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School for the future

BY MADHUMTTA
BHATTACHARYYA

Spacious, centrally air-condition-
ed classrooms; an Olympic-size
swimming pool; a3,000-seeter au-
ditorium; a bank and a medical
storeoncampus....

A school for the future is fast
coming up on a 23-higha com
und, two km from Rgjarhat New
TO\Nné’liéD. NorthPoint Senior Sec-
ond oarding School will ring
thebdl for studentsin April 2002
_ TheRs55-crore project is be-
ing funded by the North Point Ec-
ucation Trust. "Wewanttobuilda
school where kids can get every-
thing they want, and more," says
trustee Meena Sethi Mondal.
"Hudco has approved aRs 60-lakh
loan for Phase, to be completed
next April. Wetarget full comple-
tionwithinfour years. A hospital
andanorphanagewill comeupbe-
hindtheschool.”
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Admission for academic sess-
on 202 is scheduled to open after
the Pujas, as is recruitment of
teachers. Thefour-goreyed schoal
building school at Langalpota, in
Matiagacha, 10 km from the Ba
guiati-VIPRoedcrossing, will acco-
mmodate up to 10000 students. A
g!ass—capsu elift will takethemto

C classes. " Specid labsfor
raphy, physics, chemistry andbiol-
ogy are ﬁso on theha;ﬂk FOIT in-
stance, the geograp will re-
mbleaglo%e," saysMondal.

The CBSE school will boast of
"world-class sportsfacilities’, in-
cluding a mega swimming pooal,
cricket ovd, footbdl fidd, twoten-
nis courts, abasketball court, a
volleybdl court and a gymnasi-
um. Hogtels, to accommodate
6000, will bedividedintodormito-
ries for younger children and
roomsfor the seniors. The hostel
basement will house an indoor-
games room, alibrary and com-

puterswith I nternet connections.
Three guest huts will accommo-
date boarders' guardians, with a
bungalow reserved for trustees
and board officids.

Currently, the -Trust runs
North Point Senior Secondary
Boarding School in Teghoria
"Thisisthe only CBE | in
theareaandwehave sudentsfrom
aloverthedity," saysMondal. "'For
thenew school, we expect amuch
wider responsefrom boarders, es-
pecidly from the Northeast, Bihar
andnorthBengd."

The Trust aims to keep fees
"on par with other private scho-
ols' to give an opportunity tolocal
children. Socid projectswill bea
priority at North Point. "We are
promoting educational awareness
among local people, who mainl
work In the nearby fisheries. We
plan to start evening classes for
them with National Open School
filiation.”



