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Single lesbian can adopt in France

Court ruling could have an impact on gay adoption laws

Reuters. Strasbourg

The Euro Court of Human Rights
ruled on Thursday that France had act-
ed illegally by preventing a lesbian
woman from adopting a child and or-
dered the state to pay her 10000 euros
(§14420) in damages.

The majority ruling, by 10 votes to
seven, could have animpact on gay adop-
tion laws throughout Europe.

"The consequences of this decision
are important,” her lawyer, Caroline
Mecag sad in a statement. "Hence-
forth, Francewill nolonger beabletore-
fuse gpprova to an unmarried person on
the grounds of their homosexuality”.
"The same thing will be true for other
member countries of the Council of Eu-
rope which dlow adoption by unmar-
ried people.”

The woman, a45-year nursery school
teacher identified only asEB, lived in a
couple with another woman and took
France to the Strasbourg-based court &-
ter she was refused the right to adopt a
childin 1998,

Like a number of other European
countriesédFranﬁ_eiddlowaid %nmlarried
peopleto adopt children er lawyer
said she had been discriminated
against because of her sexudlity. The
court ruled there was no reason for sin-
gllje homosexuals not to be alowed to

opt.
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In awritten verdict, it said adoption
could only be blocked inthe case of *par-
ticularly serious and convincing” prob-
lemstied tothe privatelife of apotential
parent.

"There were no such reasons in the
present case because French law dlowed
single persons to adopt a child, thereby
opening up the possibility of adoption by
asinglehomosexud," the court said.

TheEuropean Court of Human Rights
sad the refusd by regiona authorities,
upheld by two French courts, to autho-

rise the adoption request breached the
woman's rights because it appeared mo-
tivated by her sexua orientation. It
granted her $35500 in damagesand court
ex The French civil code alows
singles over the age of 28 to adopt, but
S two unmarried people cannot both
the samechild. It doesnot mention
homosaxudty.

The French Association of Gay and
Leshian parents called the judgment a
"moral victory" for homosexuals seek-
ing to adopt.



