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Dowry death relief for husband

won't absolve in-

New Delhi: A husband's acquittal in a
dowry death casecannot begroundsfor ab-
solving thevictim'sin-laws, the Supreme
Court hasruled.

The apex court said this while sen-
tencing adowry victim'sfather-in-law to
sevenyears imprisonment, settingaside
hisacquittal by the Rgjasthan high court.

The high court had said that as the
trial court had acquitted thevictim'shus-
band, the other accused, including her
in-laws, cannot be convicted.

The Supreme Court termed the prem-
ise as erroneous and affirmed the trial
court's verdict holding the victim's in-
laws guilty of dowry death. "The high
court committed a serious illegality by
acquitting thefather-in-law on the prem-
isethat the husband had been acquitted,”
abench said.

TheSC saidthehigh courtignoredthe
most important factor that the deceased
suffered injuries in a dwelling unit be-
longingto her in-lawsand shediedintheir
presence dueto thoseinjuries.

While setting free the victim's father-
in-law, thehigh courthad said, "Inview of
the acquittal of the husband of the de-
ceased, the other accused cannot be con-
victed for offence of dowry death.”

Giving the benefit of doubt to the vic-
tim'shusband, whowas out of stationon
theday of theincident, thetrial court had
acquitted him.
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The Supreme Court has set
aside a Rajasthan high court
verdict, which refused to
convict adowry victim's in-
laws after her husband was
acquitted. The apex court
has sentenced the victim's
father-in-law to seven years'
rigorous imprisonment

The Supreme Court also questioned
the haste with which the victim's body
was cremated by her in-laws, without in-
forming her parents. "The disposal of
dead body in ahush-hush manner clear-
ly established that the accused had done
so with the sole object of concealing the
real cause of her death," the bench said.

Thevictim was attacked on her head
by alethal weapon. She was then taken
to anearby hospital but her in-lavstook
her away at 4 am on the pretext of tak-
ing her to Jaipur for further treatment.
Within an hour, she was cremated under
mysterious circumstances.

She was continuously tortured by
her in-lawsduring her 18 monthsof mar-
riage and villagers, who had noticed it,
had advised her in-laws to refrain from
doingso. ACHNOES



