


As far as awareness about
the illegality of child mar-
riages is concerned, respon-
dents in UP showed only 12

er cent were aware of this

act.

In contrast, most of the peo-
ple in Rajasthan (74 per cent
in Tonk and 98 per cent in
Jaipur district) were aware
about the illegality of child
marriage.

Alsoin MP, 71.2 per cent of
respondents were aware about
the illegality of the issue. More
respondents in Shajapur (80
per cent) were aware of the

-
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illegality than in Bhopal (62.4
per cent).

Poverty/economic compul-
sions, community practises,
and family traditions have
emerged as the major causes
for continuation of this prac-
ticein al the study states.

The consequences of child
marriage can have extreme
manifestations on the entire
life cycle of a woman. Accord-
ing to a recent Maternal Mor-
tality report compiled by the
WHO, Unicef, UNFPA, and
the World Bank, the maternal
mortality ratio in Indiais as

high as 450 deaths per 100,000
live births. The following rec-
ommendations have been sug-
gested by Centre for Social
Research to check the preva-
lence of child marriage in
India— to create awareness,
rectify the loopholes in the
law, stringent punishment for
the guilty, appointment of
child marriage prevention
officers, specia cdls to be set
up and marriages to be regis-
tered and providing of securi-
ty to young women and girls
who escape from aforced and
often violent marriage.



