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11-year-old'sdeath
forced law panel move

New Delhi: The Lav Com-
mission's recommendation
seeking increaseintheage of
sexual consent from 15to 16
emanates from the shocking
case of 11-yea-dd bride
Phulmonee, died after sx
with her husband. Shehad -
fered rupture of thevaginad-
ter her husband had foroed sex
\_/vithhher. H%rI death resulted
inahuge public outcry.
Partqti %ue membcéryof the
commission Keerti Singh
said, "Right now the age of
sexua consent for women is
15. But amarried woman be-
low 15 can have consensual
sex. We are recommending
that there should be no dis-
tinction between married and
unmarried woman and that
the age of sexua consent be
increased to 16. If ahusband
makes love to hiswife bdow
16, evenif consensud, hecan
be held guilty of rape.” The
commission has suggested
deletion of aportion of sec-
tion 375 of th%]IcPCh:. N
Spesking of the changes
in the Succession Act, Singh
saidthat theanomealy in deny-
ingfether ashare of the prgp
erty of his children who die

without a will would be set
right by including the dead
property owner'sfather inthe
top priority list (Class| heirs)
of beneficiaries—aong with
hiswidow, son, daughter and
mother. In cases where both
the father and the mother of
a dead property owner are
alive, both parents shall to-
gether take one share in the

proPerty.
hereport aso suggested
elevation of a dead property
owner's step-mother, in the
Class |l list of heirs. It said
the step-mother should be d-
evated in Class || heirs from
entry 6toentry 2and m%/ be
placed along with the deed
property owner's brothers
and sisters. The commission
hasaso suggested ﬂruni ngof
thelist that namesheirsupto
thethird generation of aprop-
erty owner. With this objec-
tive, it hasrecommended dde-
tion of four categories of
heirs from Class 1l of the
schedule. o

Asfor theminimum ageof
marriage, it haspr that
childmarriagebdow18years
of agefor both girlsand boys
should be prohibited and that
marriagesbdow theageof 16
yearsbe madevoid.



