




for wrongful death, then let it not be allowed this
liberty in the first place.

However, it is a well known fact that in India,
lawmakers are not all that diligent or scrupulous
when it comes to either making laws or abrogating
them. Therefore, pressure must be brought to bear
upon them to do the right thine. It is high time

that civil society, the judiciary and other
institutions involved in protecting the rights of
the citizens pressurise the government into
repealing the death penalty. Only then can India
acquire one of the most significant markers of any
civilised state, namely, that of being an abolitionist
and a strong protector of human rights. •
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<description>The only files the outgoing President, Dr Abdul Kalam, did not clear were

the mercy petitions of 50 prisoners on death row, some of them there for as long as 10 years.

Going by the rate at which justice is delivered to these convicts, these files will probably

be passed on from the present incumbent to the next one, and so on. The situation of the men

and women on death row is akin to the situation of the poor tribal who lives at the mercy
of the feudal landlord, always fearing for his life, if we abhor the tyranny of the landlord, how can
we condone the existence of the death penalty in this country?</description>
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