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RT! activists welcome
'_C)lC's land mark orde

Mumbai: RTI activists have welcomed the
Central Information Commission’s landmark
order compensating an RTI applicant for his
ty would prove to be a deterrent to various
central government agencies who refuse to
provide information citing frivolous excus-
es. If an RTI applicant wants to appear be-
fore the CIC he will have to spent at least Rs
10,000 for travel and accommodation for hear-
ing. He may appear once before the commis-
sion, but if there are further hearings, he
may not appear as he may not be able to af-
ford it, former IPS officer-turned-activist Y
P Singh said.

He said the CIC should also take up writ-
ten arguments instead of insisting that an.
applicant be present for the hearing.

Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI act states that
the commission has powers to order a pub-
lic authority to compensate the complainant
for any loss or other detriment suffered. The
CIC incidentally deals with RTI appeals
various other public sector undertakings.




