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n Franz Kafka's novel The

Trial, Josef K is abank em-

ployee and a man without

definitive qualities or abil-
ities. Josef could be anyone. You
and me for that matter. In the
novel, Josef is arrested one fine
morning and charged with a
crime. Josef is not sure what
crime he has committed asiit is
asecret. Tomakeitworse, heis
not even sure whether he has a
lawyer. The bottomline of this
novel isthat law isa secret and
the might of the state is unpar-
alleled. Josef keeps on asking
questions in the novel but re-
ceives no answers that could
bring clarity.

Josef's plight was dmost repli-
cated recently in Pune. It was a
routine story that | was chasing.
On August 31, 2007, an informa-
tion technology professional,
LakshmanaKailash K, had been
carted from his city Bangaloreto
Pune by the Pune police and was
put behind bars for 50 days for a
crime which he had not commit-
ted and was not even aware that
he had committed. He was later
told that he had defamed Chha-
trapati Shivgji Maharaj on anet-
working site.

It was one small two-para-
graph story filed by
a news agency that
caught my attention.
The news item dryly
said that ayoung IT
professional mistak-
enly picked up for
posting obscene im-
ages of Shivaji on a
networking site had
been released after
50 daysbehind bars.

It took a bit of
sleuthing to get Lak-
shmana Kailash K's
number. Nobody in
Bangalorehad it and
the police in Pune were reluc-
tant to part with it. | managed
to get alead on Lakshmanawith
the help of local Pune politicians
who had filed a case against the
alleged defamation of Shivaji
Maharaj on the website. Here
was a case of an information
technology officid working with
aleading company—HCL—who
had been thrown behind bars be-
cause Bharti Airtel—the inter-
net service provider—bungled
about the |P address. What could
have happened if it was an or-
dinary person with little or no
knowledge of IT? The very
thought makes me shudder.

Lakshmaha's life changed
overnight because of the brute
force of theIndian state. He had
been packing his bags in the
middle of August last year as
he had been sdlected by hiscom-
pany for their branch office in
S n?apore and life was |ooking
up for their family. His elder
brother had (1% married just
about six monthsearlier and the
25year-0ld Lakshmana, anative

The night before he
was pitted up,
Lashmana and his
friends were at the
Bangalore apartment
watching a cricket
match. "l went to
sleep late. So when
the next morning the
Pune police started
pounding my doer, it
took me some time to
open the door."

of Tirunaveli in Tamil Nadu,
was|ooking forward to hisstint
abroad.

~The night before he was
icked up, Lashmana and his
riends were at his Bangalore

apartment watching a cricket
match. "l went to sleep late. So
when the next morning when the
Pune police started pounding at
my door, it took me sometimeto
open the door. | was absolutely
drowsy and could not even un-
derstand when the police told me
that | was under arrest for de-
faming Shivaji," recalls Laksh-
mana. There was no question of
having any lawyer either. With-
in hours, hewas on hisway to a
jail in Pune.

The sad part isthat Indiahas
very few lawyers who are well
versed with information tech-
nology laws. And to get one in
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Pune was very difficult. Life
along with other jail inmates for
thistechiewastough. And what's
worse, Lakshmana could not
even tell them about his alleged
crime. "l wastold that | might be
beaten up if | mentioned that
Shivaji Maharaj had been in-
sulted. So when someone asked
me why | was injail, | fobbed
them off with some theft story,"
says Lakshmana.

His initial bail pleawas re-
jected and it was only after 50
days that he was let off. "I pray
to god that even my worst ene-
my should not go through what
| have gonethrough. Herel was,
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amiddle-class per-
son inaBangalore
apartment  one
day and the next
day in a queue
along with hard-
ened criminals
awaiting my turn
for the toilet and
for food, inciden-
tally using the
same vessel," he
recalls.

Almost  two-
and-a-half
months after be-
ing released from thejail, Lak-
shmana has yet to recover phys-
ically and has not rejoined his
company. Skin rashes, liver en-
largement and stress caused by
the 50 days injail have physi-
cally hit him hard. His family
and his company have been a
source of support though both
Airtel and the Pune police
have started the passing-the-
buck game.






