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UStargetsindiafor human rightsabuse

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, March

INDO-US RELATIONS may beat their
peak and Delhi may indeed be Wash
Ington's "strategic partner” now. But
when it comes to perceptions about
thehumanrightssituation, theUS au-
thorities gtill take a dim view of

India's record.

The US State Department's annual
human rightsreport has yet again tar-
geted Indiafor what it reckonsto be a
series of violations. And, heading the
list asin previousyears, isthefindin
that Indiaresorts to "excessive use o
force" to put down insurgency in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the Northeast.

Even whilelauding India's commit-
ment to democracy and respect for hu-
man rights, the report says "numer-
ousseriousproblems’ haveremained.

These range from the purported ex-
cesses by security forcesin the insur-
ency-hit states to extra-judicial
illings across the country, violation
of rights of persons belonging to low-
er castes and trafficking in women
and children.

"Government officials used special
anti-terrorism legidation to justify
the excessive use of forcewhile com-
bating active insurgencies,” it says.
This is a conclusion that has re-
mained unchanged in the US State
Department's report year after year.



