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BANGALORE: Even as
the Union Govern-
ment is finalising a re-
port on its human
rights status to be
submitted to the
United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council
for a review scheduled
for April, about 20 hu-
man rights groups and
coalitions from across
the country have sub-
mitted what are called
"parallel reports."
The largest coalition
among them with 205
groups and individu-
als, People's Forum
for Universal Periodic
Review in India, has
19 groups from Kar-
nataka.

A compilation of re-
ports from civil socie-
ty groups will act as a
foil against which the
government's report
will be evaluated in
the review, said Math-
ew Philip of South In-
dia Cell for Human
Rights Education and
Monitoring , one of
the signatories of the
People's Forum re-
port.

"Our reports will
ensure that the State
do not get away with
making tall claims on
the human rights sta-
tus," he said. The re-
view, called Universal
Period Review, is an
exercise mandatory
for all member-states
of the United Nations.

Henri Tiphagne of
the People's Watch,
who was in Bangalore
for a discussion on the
shadow report, said

that the People's Fo-
rum report was final-
ised after a two-day
consultation in Delhi.
He said that the
Union Government
was yet to hold a dis-
cussion with civil so-
ciety groups on how it
would go about com-
piling its report.

The 12-page report
by People's Forum
cites cases of human
rights violations, jud-
icial delays and unim-
plemented
recommendations of
commission of inqui-
ry. It points out, for
instance, that there
have been nine inqui-
ry commissions on
the the Sikh riots
since 1984.

Under various
heads, the report then
talks about violence
against women, atroc-
ities of minorities and
Dalits, custodial
deaths and child
abuse cases.

"India has a pleth-
ora of laws — laws al-
most on every subject
and every issue except
possibly torture and
accountability of the
State. India's commit-
ment cannot be mea-
sured by the
Constitution, various
national laws, or judg-
ments of the Supreme
Court. India's com-
mitment must be
judged from its com-
mitment to imple-
ment which stands
exposed from the re-
port on human rights
situation on the
ground," says the Peo-
ple's Forum report.
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