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Sun struck: Jharkhand villages get water, light

through solar power

Tapan Chakravorti

arsingh is a hamlet, sit-
uated about 52 km from
Ranchi. Thevillage has apop-
ulation of only 87 people, be-
longing to the primitive Birhor
tribe. Till afew monthsago, the
village had no source of drink-
ing water. The villagers had
to collect water from a hand
pump located in afar-off village.
However, their water woes
cameto an end when a solar
water pump of |,200W ca-
pacity was installed in the
village. The initiative was
taken by Jharkhand Renewable
Energy Development Agency
(JREDA), run by the Jharkhand

government. Theagencyworks
with the Ministry for New
and Renewable Energy.

The project, which cost
Rs 7 lakh, now also lights up
the streets of the village.

Theagency, withthehelp of
theminigtry, generateselectricity
from the solar plant and pro-
videsittoremotevillages. Itplans
to cover 224 remote village?"
of Jharkhand by the year-end
through solar homelightingand
streetlightingsystems. TheJRE-
DA has recommended more
such units in remote villages
of the state to ensure drinking
water supply.

Under thisprogramme, one
solar homelighting system has
beeninstalled in each house of

Paharsingh village and 1,211
solar lights have beeninstalled
inthe streets.

"Over 84,000 people be-
longing to the SC/ST catego-
ry have benefited fromthispro-
gramme and the JREDA has
spent Rs2,392 1akh onthisproj-
ect," saysproject officer Prakash
Kumar Das.

"We are also doing a pilot
project of providing power
through bio-fuel. A diesel
generator set of 5 KVA ca-
pacity has been installed in
Gardihvillage of Nawadihblock
in Bokaro district. The en-
gine runs on vegetable oil
and supplies electricity to the
village," Das adds.

The tribal village of Pa-

harsingh, with 100 houses, gets
4 hours of power daily from the
enginethat runs on karanji ail,
the seed of which is available
in thevillage. A machine for
manufacturing leaf plates
was installed by the villagers
with the help of the agency,
after a performance study of
the engine running on differ-
ent vegetable oils was made
available by the Birla Insti-
tute of Technology, Mesra.
The electricity is supplied
tothemachineby thesolar plant
for 2 hours everyday. Thevil-
lagers are happy because the
availability of electricity hasin-
creased theirincome duetothe
saleof ledf plates. Thetotal cost
of the project is Rs 15.79 lakh.
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Village women fill drinking
water in vessels from thetaps
onnected to a solar plant






