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The Times Of India, Bombay, 09 Oct 2007

L aw for women and
Kids rights mulled

New Delhi: The National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child Rights
§NCFCR) has recommended alegal
ramework, fraught with problems
of enforcement, that will givewomen
and children (between the age of 0-
6 years) accessto health, nutrition,
ucation and medical benefits. The
commission has & so suggested puni-
tive action against the administra-
tionin casethereisalapsein im-
plementation.

NCPCR chairperson Shanta Sin-
hasaid, "Thereisneed for alaw that
would take punitive action if chil-
dren in a village have not been
immunised for months together
because of the absence of an auxil-
iary nurse midwife (ANM) or there-
quired dosages.

There is need for law that guar-
antees protection for children of in-
formal sector and migrant workers.
Itisof utmost importancethat there
isadebate on the basic entitlement
of children in the 06 years of age
and explore the need for providing

them the fundamentd rights.”
Sinha added that there was need
for alega process to protect moth-
era‘s aswell.t');'h%r_((eji]s need for ale-
rocess by which apoor woman
|gn Igbour can com Iair?%?)out non-
availability of a doctor or even a
trained midwife. Thereisaso anead
for alaw that mandates the state to
provide for al services and proce-
dures any woman can demand in a
primary healthcare centre, sub-cen-
tre or ageneral hospital. There is
need for alaw on provision of ma-
ternal entitlements enabling exclu-
sive bresst-feeding,” she added.
Expertsinthefidd of childrights
on Monday began atwo-day consul-
tation on giving alegal backing to
aress such as basic health and nu-
trition, protection measures, ear!?/
childhood careand educationto chil-
dren in the age group of 06 years.
Thereis, however, ambiguity on
how theselawswill beimplemented
and enforced on a scale that would
makethemeffective, TNN
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