Rising polio cases
Vaccination strategy criticized

Vibha Varshney

INDIA'S National Polio Surveillance
Programme reported 471 polio cases
until December 14, 2007. Although this
is lower than the 676 cases reported in
2006, there is reason for concern. There
has been a sharp rise in the number of
polio cases caused by a particular virus
strain—P3—which was thought to be
under control. Around 402 polio cases
caused by the P3 strain were reported
this year, up from 28 in 2006. Health
experts sy shifting to monovaent vac-
cine—which protects from just one
strain of virus (pi)—in late 2005 could
haveled to theincreasein P3 polio cases.
Earlier, trivalent vaccine was used,
which protected from al the three
strainsof poliovirus-Pi, P2, P3.
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"We had warned P3 would incresse
if only the monovalent vaccine against
P isgiven," says Onkar Mittd, a Delhi-
based consultant on health policy. He
says that the government's claims that
the monovaent vaccine would be
effective has been proved wrong. The
vaccine that was introduced amidst
objections due to lack of information on
its efficacy (see 'How potent? Down To
Earth August 15, 2007).

The government, however, is hope-
ful. "P3 virus is easier to control and
steps will be taken to eradicate it after
the Pi virus is taken care of," says an
offidd of the Union Minigtry of Hedlth
and Family Wefare. He ssysthe govern-
ment has started using P3 vaccine in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the sates with
the highest number of polio cases. Use
of P or P3 will depend on the situation,
sys the officid. Inactivated polio
vaccine—used in developed coun-
tries—is another vaccination option but
the latest meeting of the India Expert
Advisory Group in December 2007
ruled out its use because of lack of data
on its efficacy and cogt.
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