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Park wall status not clear,

squattersto be back in focus

Swati Deshpande

Mumbai: Thedumsinsde Sa+
jay Gandhi National Perk are
soon going to be back in focus
when the Bombay HC hears a
fresh pleaby environmentalists,
seeking complianceby stateand
forest authoritiesof a2008 court
directiontoevictal encroachers.
The Bombay Environmental
Action Group (BEAG) hasfiled
an applicationto ensurethat the
state forest department and the
conservator of thepark complete
congtructing awall around it as
ordered by the high court first
in 1998 and then again in Sep-
tember 2008 Thewd | isnowhere
near completion and the prob-
lem of encroachersisthreaten-
ingtoerupt again, fed activigts.
The  environmentalists
group wantsthe stateto provide
an update ontheprogressinthe
construction of thewall and en-
sure demolition of all illegal
structures. Thevoluntary grojﬁ%
which hasfiledaPIL since
on removing encroachers from
forestland, also wantsthe high
court to restrain the state from
transferring PN Munde, thefor-
est conservator, without prior
permission from the court till
the 2003 order iscomplied with.
Debi Goenka, a member of
the group, in his affidavit, has

said of the 92-km stretch of the "

oposedwaling, only 22kmhad
B:aen com IetgtiIIySqotember
2008 and the current statuswas

unknown. The forest depart-
ment, in March 2007, informed
the court that of 61,000 unau-
thorised structuresin the park,
49000hadbeenremoved. There-
maining 11,658 were digiblefor
arehabilitation plan as per a
scheme formulated for their re-
location provided the squatters
paid Rs 7,000 per family.
~ However, the authorities es-
timatethat around 17000 illega
encroachers are still inside.
Around 3500 tenements a
Chandivli havebeen handed over

PLEA BEFORE HC

for the rehabilitation of forest
dum-dwellers, but alarge num-
ber of illegal structuresareyet
to be pulled down.

Former mayor Nirmala Saw-
ant Prabhavalkar has also filed
aplea seeking rehabilitation of
ZfO(I}odd sum dwellers who
wishedtojointhe samescheme.
Munde, inhisreply, hassaidonly
11,688 families have been found
ligible with the cut-off being
January 1, 199, He added that
their relocation processwas on
a Chandivli.

Munde, however, said if the
court permits then the govern-
ment iswilling to accommodete
the remaining encroacherswho
maﬁbegwentl metopay Rs7000,

They m%/hnot be given tene-

ments at Chandivli, but can be

sent to other locations’, he sad.

s.deshpande@timesgroup.com

E22a



