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Climate change not asbig a
problem: report

Chetan Chauhan

AN INTERNATIONAL civil so-
ciety report has debunked the
clamsof thelntergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, saying
thereisno evidence availableto
show loss of human life directly
dueto climate change.

Thereport of the Civil Society
Cadition on Climate Change, to
be released in India on Tuesday,
saysthereisno evidenceto sug-
gest climate change has caused
an increase in diseases. "If the
main causes of diseases such as
diarroheaand maariaare prop-
erI?/ addressed, climate change
will not increase their inc-
dence," thereport says.

Paul Reiter, an international
health expert, says in the re-
port that the complex interac-
tion of these factors makes it
difficult to predict the likely
impact of long-term climate
change on the transmission of
malaria. "Therapidincreasein
the incidence of many diseases
worldwide is a mgjor cause of
concern but the principal de-
terminants are politics, eco-
nomics, human ecology and
human behaviour," he says.

The report dso dlays the
fears raised in the IPCC report
on theimpact of climate change
on agricultural production.
"With continued technological
improvements, the trend of
growth in agricultural produc-
tion will continuetill 2100, even
if globa meantemperaturerises

by threedegree Celsius," it says.

Andysisof dataon desthsdue
tonatural disasterstill 2007 show
mortality rates have declined by
95 per cent or more since 1920,
Therefore, the report castigates
climate darmiststo cite individ-
ual weather events—cyclonesor
floods — &s evidence of the im-
pact of globd warming.

The society does not agree
with the IPCC recommenda
tion to cut greenhouse emis-
sions, saying it would under-
mine the capacity of the poor
to address the problems th
face. Only economic growt
can help them solve their prob-
lems. Cutting greenhouseemis-
sions will just retard economic
growth, thereport says.

Not climate change but lack
of wealth and technology isthe
reason for the death of millions
of poor worldwide, the report

oints out. "These problems

ave generally been exacerbat-
ed — not alleviated — by for-
eign aid, which has supported
unaccountable  governments
that have oppressed their citi-
zens, denying them the ability
to improvetheir lot," it adds.

E31d



