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State committee o
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study global warming
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'he state would appoint a
seven-member committee
headed by vice chancellor of
Mahatma Phule Agriculture
University at Rahuri to
study the effects of global
warming on agriculture and
suggest ways to tackle it,
said minister for agricul-
ture, Balasaheb Thorat. He
said the commitiee would
submit its report to the gov-
ernment in six months.

It would make recommen-
dations on protection of
crops and horticulture, he
said. A similar committee
has been appointed by the
centre)Thorat blamed global
warming for the unseasonal
rains and hailstorms that
damaged mango and other
crops in 21 districts in the

state He said crops on 5,000
hectares were damaged due
to rains since March last, for
which Rs130 crore was allo-
cated as compensation. He
said the government would
pay Rsl,350 crore for crop
damage due to unseasonal
rains from 2004 to September
2007 within one month. Min-
ister for horticulture, Vinay
Kore said the government
would consider goods man-
agement for crops like man-
goes, pomegranates and
grapes, which are affected by
sudden weather changes.
Minister for relief and re-
habilitation, Patangrao Kad-
am said the panchanama
will be made within a fort-
night, and that the cabinet
sub-committee would decide
on compensation in a month.
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