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[Frightening as it is, there is no need to be pessimistic about global warming. The cause
of global warning is capitalism. It can end, only with the end of capitalism. The days of
capitalism are numbered. How and what will bring about the end of capitalism? First the
anti-imperialist struggle all over the world, particularly in Latin America, West Asia, Parts
of Africa and Asia. Then there is inter-imperrialist contradiction and the competition for
energy sources- oil and gas. Oil will peak within a couple of years and gas within a decade.
This will lead to the mother of all recessions-a recession from which capitalism can naver
recover. Are people ready for a post-capitalist society? Cuba provides the closest fit fo a
saner alternative : a small state; an enviable record in anti-imperialist struggle and
~smfernationalism; socialist in principle and practice; investing heavily in human resources
in terms of health and education; providing its urban and rural citizens food securety and
quality (organic) food; and engendering a pride in being a Cuban and socialist! What is
the vision for India? A Federal Republic of India with about 100 odd small states, and a

political economy on the lines of Cuba.]
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energy consumption is causing

global warming. It is so big
that it is exceeding the bio-capacity
of the earth. One and a half earths
are required for current human
consumption levels. This is inevitably
leading the earth to the tipping point.
In other words global warming cannot
be reversed. That is people have
entered a vicious cycle where global
warming itself leads to further global
warming and that no one can do
anything about it.

It is not yet clear when the tipping
point will occur. Some even claim
that it has already occurred and that
people will see the results in coming
years. However the assumption here
is that it has not yet occurred.

An average American puts out
20 tons of CO, emission per year
compared to an average Indian who

puts out a mere one ton. And of
course these averages hide the fact
that the most of the carbon output is
contributed by the 20% rich people
of these countries and the poor
consume far less energy. And yet the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change says 'Most of the observed
increase in globally averaged tem-
peratures since the mid-20th century
is very likely due to the observed
increase in anthropogenic (human)
greenhouse gas (GHG) concentra-
tion'. This is a classic example of
deliberate obfuscation of the real
source of global warming! Such a
statement very conveniently obscures

the exitreme inequalities in GHG -

output within and across countries.

For tens of thousands of years,
humanity has existed, slowly changing
the natural environment and ecology
to meet human needs. However it is

only within the ascendancy of indus-
trial-based capitalism in the period
of one hundred and fifty years that
global warming has occurred in a
dramatic manner and increased to a
point that threatens to alter the earth's
climate and ecology irreversibly.

It is not 'people' or 'human' to
blame for this, it is not simply a
'man made' crisis, as if people as a
society had consciously created this
problem. It is the political economy
of capitalism that has produced the
climactic, environmental and eco-
logical crisis that all face today.

The 'human' activities that lead
to increase in greenhouse gases are
very specific. They do not pertain to
the tribal or communal village life
that humanity led in the past and
which, even today billions of poor
people are leading. Such activities
are the direct results of coal-based
steam technology that saw the
creation of the Industrial Revolution
and mass manufacturing. In the 20th
century oil replaced as well as supple-
mented to coal and is causing further
pollution and global warming. The
newer capitalist economies of Asia
have in the last 25 years taken the
crisis further. :

Many people believed that capi-
talism can reform. That the govem/






