Limited victory

The survivors of the Bhopal gas tragedy secure from the government promises to

implement part of their demands. sy AJoY ASHIRWAD MAHAPRASHASTA AND V. VENKATESAN

e AT a small park in New Delhi on June 21, a few
Documents procured by the activists children, aged between five and 15, from Bhopal

from the PMO under the Right to made paper hearts and wrote messages on them. It

was their way of telling Prime Minister Manmohan

Inform ation Act reve al the Singh to have a heart and do justice to the survivors
of the 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy.

1 3 These children, along with the survivors and ac-

government,s thlnhng on some tivists, began a dharna at Jantar Mantar on March

of their m aj or demands. 28, agitated outside the Prime Minister's Office

(PMO) on June 9, and courted imprisonment fol-
lowing their unique “die-in” protest by lying on the
ground with shrouds covering their bodies. Nine
activists began an indefinite hunger strike on June
10. They ended their fast after 22 days but nine
others took over from them. The agitation, led by the
Bhopal Group for Information and Action (BGIA),
demonstrates what Gandhian methods of peaceful
protest and self-inflicted suffering can achieve. The
agitators undertook a gruelling 500-mile (800 km)
walk, which lasted 38 days, from Bhopal to New
Delhi on February 20 in order to strengthen their
resolve to fight for their rights and also build public
opinion.

Their peaceful agitation did not go in vain. A set
of documents procured by the activists from the
PMO under the Right to Information Act reveals the
government’s thinking on some of the major de-
mands put forward by the agitators,

These include a Commission on Bhopal, specially
empowered by the Prime Minister, to plan and carry
out medical, economic, social and environmental
rehabilitation of the gas victims and civil action for
environmental and health damage caused by soil
and water contamination by taking appropriate legal
action against Union Carbide and Dow Chemical
Company (DCC), which owns it now.

The meeting of the Group of Ministers (GoM) on
Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster, which was held on April
17, decided to take further action on setting up the
commission in consultation with the Ministry of Law
and Justice. It also decided to request the Health

RAJEEV BHATT

AKASH KUSHWAHA, A seven-year-old boy who suffers from Ministry to consider continuing the research carried
malformed eyes owing to contaminated groundwater, at a out by the Indian Council of Medical Research
press conference held to highlight the plight of the gas victims, =~ (ICMR) on the effects of the gas leak on the survivors
in New Delhi on April 29. and their families.
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