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ved a copy of the survey resu­
lts. She said from Calcutta she 
would take it up with the Cen­
tre and the state. 

During a visit to one of the 
closed gardens, Ramjhora, in 
March this year, governor Go-
palkrishna Gandhi was ap­
palled at the poverty and 
squalor he saw. Gandhi had 
told junior PWD minister 

Manohar Tirkey he just had to 
look at the sick children to find 
proof of malnutrition. 

Some 17,000 labourers are 
jobless in the 13 gardens. The 
closures began in 1998 with a 
slump in tea prices. Some gar­
dens reopened but in 2002, abo­
ut 30 shut down again. In 2003, 
reports of starvation deaths 
started coming in. 
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