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Mumbai, Mar. 16: The
Maharashtra Domestic
Workers (employment reg-
ulation and welfare) Bill, if
approved in the present state
Budget session, it will give
lakhs of the workers in the
city benefits that are at par
with any employee in the
private or the public sector.

The bill defines terms like
"domestic worker" and the
"workplace". At present,
there are more than four
lakh domestic workers in
the city. Washing clothes
and utensils, cleaning the
floor and furniture, serving
guests and taking care of
pets are some of the services
enlisted in the bill.

As per the bill, a board
would be constituted to
secure the rights and privi-
leges of the workers. The
representatives of the
employers, workers and
government on the board
would be empowered to
execute and to take neces-
sary measures for the work-
ers' scheme.

The board would also reg-
ulate the salaries, pensions
and working hours of the
domestic help. The number
of leaves to be granted to the
workers for various purpos-
es would be decided by the
board.

Apart from the registration
of the workers, the employ-
ers have to register them-
selves with the board and
have to regularly pay the
salary of the workers to the
board.

The icing on the cake for
domestic workers is that if
they are registered with the
board and unemployed, they
will be provided with a min-
imum salary by the board.

Meanwhile, the state unit
of the National Domestic
Workers' Movement
(NDWM) demanded that
the workers be brought
under the Minimum Wages
Act. The organisation also
demanded provisions in the
Budget for their social secu-
rity and welfare," said Ms
Christin Mary, convenor of
the state unit of the organi-
sation.

Thousands of workers
from Maharashtra's unor-
ganised sector, mainly com-
prising domestic help, are
set to hold a three-day rally
from Monday, demanding a
separate Budgetary alloca-
tion for them. The demon-
strations, organised jointly
by the Unorganised Work-
ers Security Federation and
the NDWM, will be held at
Azad Maidan.

The state Budget is slated
to be presented on March
19.
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