
O
NE OF the most talked about 
poverty alleviation pro­
grammes in the country -the 
National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (NREGA) -- has been the 
flagship project of the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) government. Contrary to 
the general perception, some of the states 
have done really well in providing regular 
work to the poor. However, the scheme 
has proved to be a non-starter in several 
states like Gujarat, Bihar, Punjab and 
Haryana. 

Despite such contradictions, the 
authorities are quite optimistic. Union 
minister for rural development 
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh has claimed 
that the NREGA could be the only effec­
tive means to eradicate poverty and con­
tain migration from the villages to the 
cities in search of jobs. "We will imple­
ment it systematically and will ensure an 
earning of minimum Rs 3,000 every 
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Will the NREGA bring them 
above the poverty line? 


