
A Warli village

From the bottom up
The national rural employment guarantee scheme completes two years and

moves to cover all the districts in the country. Has it been worth it?

The plateau above Mokhada is a
denuded forest, an ecological
disaster. This taluka in the Thane

district bordering Gujarat was once a
lush forest. Now there are only a few
scattered trees in the dustbowl it forms
in the summer heat. Between contrac-
tors cutting down the trees in con-
nivance with forest officials, and
adivasis cutting them down for fire-
wood, the hills in Mokhada are fast
turning into barren tracts. The abun-
dant rain only washes off the topsoil
every year.

The national rural employment
guarantee scheme (NREGS) came to

Thane last year. Dhokala seemed like
an area that needed the infusion.
Some 61,000 of its 67,000 residents are
adivasis, mainly Warlis. People here
are poor, need the money, and the
land needs to be restored so that at
least the top soil would be conserved.
If this hasn't happened it is not from
lack of trying. In the month till 18th
April some 11,800 people were
employed for works done under the
NREGS by the forest, irrigation and
agricultural departments in the block.

The results at the ground level of
the work undertaken under the NREGS
have been mixed. In April this year the

scheme entered its third year, and was
being extended to all the 604 districts
in the country. When it first started
functioning in 2006, only 200 of the
poorest districts were included. The
next year another 130 were added.

On the eve of the scheme being
extended to cover the country this
April onwards, the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) sent a draft
report to the state governments point-
ing out the deficiencies in the way the
scheme had been implemented in
2006-07. A copy of the 91- page report
was leaked to a section of the press in
mid-January, and was seemingly a


