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Housing the
poor

Siddharth Agarwal

peoplewill begintolivein citiesthan
invillages. Accordingto the State of
World Population Report 2007, theworld's
urban populationis 3.3 billion out of ato-
tal world population of 6.6 billion. If the
current trend continues, the number of ur-
bandwellerswill reach almost 5 billionby
2030. InIndiatheurban populationisex-
pectedto become 576 millionin2030 from
the current 328 million.
Withthisrapidurbanisation, oneof the
biggest challenges will be providing &-
fordable housingto citydwellers, especialy
thepoor. Housingisintegral tothewell-be-
ing of afamily. Over abillion people around
theworldliveinappalling conditions of ur-
ban slumslacking the benefits of adequate
housing. In India alone, about 100 mil-
lion persons live in slums and slum-like
conditions without adequate basic facili-
tiessuch aspipedwater, sanitation, schoals,
health, and so on. These numbers are
expected to touch 200 million by 2020.
According to a Planning Commis-
sion Report, the urban housing shortage
asin March 2007 was around 24.71 mil-
lion and it will increase to 26.5 million
by 2012. Ninety-nine per cent of this short-

I n2008, forthefirsttimein history, more

fall in housing is with regard to eco-
nomicallyweaker sections (EWS) and low-
incomegroups (LIG) which contributesto
squatting and slum formation.
Thereisaneed for adequate EWSLIG
pockets or colonies on serviced land spread
across the cities and especially near em-
ployment centreswherepeople can live at
affordable costs rather than squatting
on vacant lands. Such housing pockets
could be developed by government bod-
ies under the Jawaharlal Nehru Nation-
a Urban Renewal Mis
sion (INNURM) ortheln-
tegratedHousingand Sum
Development Program
(IHSDP). Private devel-
opers, colonisersand co-
operative societies should
be encouraged further
with tax benefits and oth-
erincentivesto makehous-
ing available to the eco-
nomically poor at nomi-
nal rates. Joint sector proj-
ectsbetween governments
and the private sector such as the Ben-
gal AmbujaHousing Project, are afewim-
portant steps which are already in place.
Government bodies should also seek
support from NGOs and other civil soci-
ety organisations in planning houses for
the poor in terms of design and facili-
ties. They can ensure the involvement
of the urban poor in housing and reset-
tlement efforts so that the plan is devel-
oped by those who have to be settled
and relocated. For example, the Nation-
a Sum Dwdllers Federationworks actively

ittargets

NGOs can ensurethe
involvement of the
urban poor in housing
and resettlement
efforts so thatthe plan
is developed by those
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with the Mumbai authorities to develop
and implement the resettlement plan
and ensure that the most vulnerable are
not missed out. They map each household
and issue identity cards to each member
of thehousehold. Thisensurestransparency
in the rehabilitation efforts.

NGOs can also play an important
role in loan recovery by encouraging
and facilitating slum communities to
save part of their earnings in recurring
deposits and by making microfinance avail-
able to them. Facilitating
suchregular savings helps
the morevulnerable fam-
ilies to benefit from such
housing schemes.

Finaly, itisalso im-
portant to look for new
methods of land use plan-
ning and management fac-
toring in the population
growth projections. We
can nurture more middle-
leve citiesto offload meger
citiestosomeextent. These
middle-level and smaller cities need de-
velopment focus, infrastructure invest-
ment and political attention in order to
"prepare” them for any such role.

Housing the poor is an urgent and
important need for building socialy in-
clusive cities offering equity of life for
al. What we needis accurate planning and
mainstreaming of the urban poor in the
economic growth story of our urban areas.

The author is Executive Director, Urban Health
Resource Centre



