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Posco shifts housing project to Delhi

Cites Poor Law &
Order To Junk Orissa
Scheme

Rajaram Satapathy

Bhubaneswar: Posco hasan-
nounced withdrawal of its
plantobuild 70housesin Oris-
sa's Jagatsinghpur district
with the help of Habitat for
Humanity citing law and or-
der problems.

The Rs40-gh project has
been shifted to Dethi and will
start in January, a Posco re-
leaseissued on Thursday said.

Habitet isan international
organization engaged in build-
ing houses for people, which
hasland but not the resources.
Posco had tied up with the or-
ganization in a programme
caled "No roof campaign,

Blockade against
Vedanta var sity

Puri: Hundreds of villagers on
Thursday blocked the Puri-
Konark Marine Drive Road,
asking the government to scrap
the proposed Rs 15,000-crore
Vedanta University project here.
Supported by almost all political
parties, the blockade will
continue till Saturday. "We will
not budge an inch from our
stand until the government
cancels the deal,"” said Benudhar
Pradhan, president of the
Vedanta Vishwabidyalaya
Birodhi Sangharsa Samiti. TNN

Posco youth build" in which
100 South Korean and Indian
university students would
work asvolunteers. "Initidly,
we had decided to implement
the project at Jagatsinghpur.
But it had to be shifted to Ddl-

hi due to concerns expressed
by Habitat for Humanity over
thelaw and order situationin
thearea," therdlease said.
The South Korean compa
r11¥ has aproposal to set up a
MTPA megasted plant near
Paradeep at an estimated cost
of Rs51000 crore, but hasbeen
fading diff resistancefromvil-
lagers fearing displacement.
Posco needs around 4004
acresfor its progxeg for which
an estimated 20000 peopleare
likely to be displaced. There
have been continuous agita-
tionintheareafor thelast two
years and the people are not
alowing anyone, including
overnment officias, to enter
the area ever since the MaU
was sSigned between the com-
pany and Orissa government.
hough the government
hastime and again announced
that |land acquisitionison, the
ground redity is different.



