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Widespread builder-babu nexus
robs dumpeopl e df their legit rights

Renuka Bisht

HAT LIVINGI n adurabl ehouse im
provesone' s accesst o happiness and
health is an axiom backed up by
plenty o research AWorld Bank
working paper o April 2007 shows far ex
ample the amazingimpad of replacingdirt
floors by cemert floorsin Mexica adultsre-
ported 69 per cert highe satisfactionwith
their qudity o life andchildren's cognitive
developmert improved by upto 96 per cent!
Bu apuccaroomd one'sown that' sadis
tant dreamfa mog peoplein India Even
more so far the 158 million who liveinits
slums na to mention the millionsmorewho
deep under the sky.

Resettlement disasters

The Law Commission had recommended giv-
ing dumdwellers the right to resettlement
preceding destruction o their homes back
in 1990 Such alaw was never enacted so
poar peopl€' s homes continuet o be ruthless-
l'y razedin acountry burdenedwith a24.71
million (and growing) housing shortage
withfewd thembeing resettled

Take the demoalitions carried out i nDelhi.
I n her paper titled "Better to have died than
to live likethis," Kayan Menon-Senpoints
that only 6000 out o the27,000familiesevict-
edfromthe YamunaPushtaareai n 2004were
resettled Over alakhpeopl ewerelefttojust
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fend far themselves Many of themhad been
bought to thecity by contractorstobuil d the
Asian Games infrastructure Mog had be
coreintegrd parts of thecity's ecosystemas
recyclers domesti cworkers rickshawpullers
and so on Na only were plots allocated
through so-cdledvoluntary relocation priced
beyond thesepeopl € s pockets their proofs of
residenceweredsofoundlargel y inadequate

To g acomplete picture consider the
large number of fake ration cards anddlot-
mert letters seized during thecapital's ongo-
ing Ashok Malhotrascandal. They represert
the stolen dreans of Hudson Lane dum
evacuees whoweretoberesettied by DDAIn
Dheerpur. Instead Malhotra sol d off these
plotstofictitious persons ascammoreordi-

nary than otherwise A widespread builder-
administration nexus robs slumadwellers of
their rightspretty regularly.

A goldmine called Dharavi

The UN specid rapporter on adequate
housing has sai d that mog dum evictions
take place to create so-caled world-class
cities Mumbai, which ains to shine like
Shangha by 2013 but also hosts one o the
world's larges dums has corre upwith an
innovativepublic-privatepartnershi pmodd
to simultaneoud y rehabilitate its poor and
to mes its growing commercid estate re-
quirements And everyone frominternatior:
d giants like Emaar of Dubd to domestic
biggies like DLFis hooked

The winning bidders of the $2 3 hillion
projed will cross-subsidizefree houses far all
the 340000 peopl e who occupy the 535 acres
stretch Andtomeet the incone needs of the
dfected people there are initiatives like an
agreemert with the Nationd Institute of De
dgn far upgrading the skills of Dharavi's
craftsmen o another with the Genrs and Jew
dry Export Promotion Council whichis go-
ingto sa upfactories generating 75000jobs

Time after time policy after policy, prom
ise-makers have l& down the Sumdwellers
Bu thereis hope tha Dharavi will rewrite
history, and s anewbenchmark far people
friendly progress
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