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Slum rehab buildersafront for city's

politicians

Shanties Are Not Just VVote-Banks, But Also Note-Banks

Nauzer Bharucha

Mumbai: What dotheson of aleed-
ing state minister, an MLA-turned-
builder from the western suburbs,
aformer housing minister, the son-
in-law of adeceased politician, and
a senior party leader from

bur have in common? Each of them
has financial stakes in dum rede-
velopment schemes on public land
in Mumbai.

When the MaharashtraHousing
and Area Development Authority
#Mhaja) recently stopped builders

rom redeveloping slums en-
croached on itslands, many city
politicians vehemently protested,
saying that poor slum dwellers
would be denied low-cogt housing.

Mhadastill has 120 encroached
plots spread over 312 acresinprime
areasof thecity. TheMhadacnief, T
Chandrashekhar, had indicated that
the authority could redevelop the
land itsdlf and earn over Rs 10000
croreinstead of dlowingprivatede-
veloperstorakeinthemoolah.

Ontheface of it, thefear of the
politicians seemed justified and
their concern genuine. So much so
that chief minister Vilasrao Dedhr
mukh had to divest theMhadavice-
ﬁreﬁ_l dent of the charge of dumre-

abilitation on Wednesday on the
groundsthat hewasseentoberais-

ingthepricesof flatsmeant for pub-
lichousing. i )
However, according to highly
placed %oyernmer_lt sources, thefear
that public housing would get ex-
pensve under the new wasa
mere bogey created by many of
Mumba'sleedg]jg politicians—who
include elected representatives
across party lines. Their real in-
terest liesin thefact that severa of
the builders who have applied to
Mhada for these redevelopment
schemes are their frontmen.

HOUSING SCAM

"Slums are not just about vote-
banks, but note-banks for these un-
scrupulous paliticians," saidasen
ior officid, not keen to beidentified.
According to him, most such plots
hawve been cornered over along peri-
od using acommon modusoperandi.

"Usudly, an MLA or corporator
lets his cronies encroach aMhada
plot by setting up afew shanties.
Soon, afrontman of the e ected rep-
resentative approaches Mhada d-
ficers for permission to redevelop
thedum. The schemeis submitted
to the Sum Rehabilitation Author-
ity and then the Mhadaboard gives
ano-objection certificate" explained
asource.

The plan is considered fool-oroof:

"Theplotisfree of cog, thetitle of
theland is clear since it belongsto
Mhadaandtotopit, thebuilder gets
afloor space index of 25 to build
both residential and commercial
space dter rehousing dum dwellers
free of cost," said the source.

Itislearnt that as soon as Mha
daissuesaletter of intent, thepoliti-
cian sdlsthe development rightsto
thebuilder and gets out of the proj-
ect. One such Mhada plot, en-
croachedwith dums, wassold by a
Congress politician to a notorious
builder, who in turn sold the land
to another builder for afew thou-
sand crores. The housing authori-

did not earn asingle rupee from
the entire dedl.

Such isthenexusbetween many
of Mumbai's politicians and the
land mefia that despite innumer-
able complaints of corruption and
intimidation of dum dwellers, the
DF government hasdonelittletore-
view this controversial scheme.

The government-gppointed S S
Tinaikar committeein 2001 toowas
scathing in its observation on the
dum pdlicy. "The government has
inflicted ahighly iniquitous socia
policy, which is oriented to confer
specid favour of a225 g ft apart-
ment on thosewho have encroached
andsquetted onpubliclands,” it sad.
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