
ajeev Ranjan, a sattu
seller on Strand Road,
is always ready to pack
his wares and leave in

, the event of an anti-
vker raid by the Calcutta Munici-

pal Corporation (CMC). But as soon
as the officials leave, he sets up his
shop at the same place. "This is my
only livelihood and I cannot give it
up," he says.

CMC recently gave an undertak-
ing to the Calcutta High Court that
it would take strict action against
hawkers who ply their wares on im-
portant roads in the city. For thou-
sands of street vendors in Calcutta,
eviction is a fear they live with, and
many like Ranjan are well prepared,
for the usual drill.

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Street Vendors of India
(NASVI), Calcutta has around
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1,50,000 street vendors. Ironically,
Calcutta is the only city in the coun-
try to ban street vending. In 1997, the
state legislature, through an amend-
ment of the Calcutta Municipal Cor-
poration Act, made hawking a cog-
nizable and non-bailable offence,
with imprisonment or fine or both.
An overwhelming majority of
hawkers in the municipal limits is
unauthorised.

"Giving too much authority to
the state and its enforcement agen-
cies would in fact lead to illegal col-
lection of rent from the vendors by
the officials. We have seen that the
illegal rent from hawkers and rick-
shaw pullers amounts to Rs 50 crore
a day in Delhi. In Mumbai, rent
from street vendors amounts to over
Rs 400 crore a year," says Sharith K.
Bhowmik, professor and dean of the
School of Management and Labour
Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ences, Mumbai. Bhowmik was one
of the members of the drafting com-
mittee of the National Policy for
Street Vendors.

Like in other cities, it is likely
that CMC officials and the police are

making money at the expense of
street vendors in Calcutta.

Millions of vendors and hawk-
ers across the country may have a
reason to heave a sigh of relief if
the central government's proposed
Street Vendors (Protection of Liveli-
hood and Regulation of Street Vend-
ing) Bill, 2007, becomes law. As the
new Bill has various provisions that
involve other ministries like home
and labour, the ministry of housing
and urban poverty alleviation,
which will draft the Bill, has sought
comments from them.

The new Bill aims to give street
vendors legal status by formulating
appropriate laws and providing le-
gitimate hawking zones in urban de-
velopment or zoning plans and en-
suring their implementation. The
new Bill would entail less interven-
tion by the courts because of the
uniformity of the law.

Street vendors across the coun-
try will also be brought under the
social security net. Besides insur-
ance, they will be able to get finance
under the credit guarantee fund
scheme for small industries.

Millions of
vendors and
hawkers will
heave a sigh of
relief if the
Centre's
proposed street
vendors' bill
gets on the
statute books,
says V. Kumara
Swamy

The Bill is based on recommen-
dations of the National Commis-
sion on Enterprises for Unorgan-
ised Sector (NCEUS), which was
asked to improve upon the previous
national policy formulated in 2004.
After consultations with the nongo-
vernmental organisations involved
in the welfare of hawkers, street
vendor organisations and others,
the commission made some minor
but significant changes to the policy

"The ministry has accepted al-


