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BMC Says It Can Provide Water Round The Clock Without Taking A Private Agency's Help

Clara Lewis i

Mumbai: The BMC has re-
vived itsplansof a24-hour wa
ter supply for the city and is
confident it can do the job
without taking a private
agency's help.

BMC additional municipal
commissioner in charge of
projects Manu Kumar Srivas-
tavasaidthe BMC would only
need aconsultant to study the
amount of water supplied to
eachward, the leakage points
and unauthorised connections

THEWATERING
HOLES

Most of Mumbai's drinking
water coniesfront the lakes
on thecity'sfringes

UPPER VAITARNA: 687

Tansa: 485
VATTARNA (MI0DAK
sacar): 455

BHATSA STAGE-: 455

BHATSA STAGETE: 450
shaTsA sTAGETI: 455

MUMBAI T1T-A: 355
(commissioned in April this
year)

vikak: 110

Tse 18

voraL: 3,475

(All figures are in million litres
daily.)

DOWN THE
DRAIN

About 2 0 % of the water
is lost because of leakage

and pilferage during
distribution.

24x 7 WATER IN 5 YEARS

and do awater audit and an-
other agency to supply, fix and
maintain water meters and
take readings. But the actual
supglk;lwou d be handled by
theBMC itsdf, headded.

Thesysemwill ensurethat
people receive water at all
timesand thereaiﬁ no nged for
storage, especidly in Sums,
old buildings and chawls
where storage facilities—like
an underground or an over-
head tank— arenon-existent.

Srivastava said the BMC
would implement the project
in phases across the city in-
stead of taking up apilot proj-
ect in one ward and waiting
to seehow it went.

Sx lakessupply 3475 mil-

lionlitresof water ever
tothecity and about afitth of
that water islost because of
leakage and pilferage. Most
city areas receive water for
anything between anhour and
four hours during different
timesof theday. Orficids ssy
;h%y can change this system
infiveyears.

The BMC has ap(j)roached
the Woarld Bank and request-
ed it for inputsfor the project.
"The recent report by the
World Bank consultants,
Cadtalia, shows how 24-hour
water supply can be aredity.
Wearenow taking it forward
and the World Bank will pro-

vide techni-
ca asss
tance. It will
help up draw
up tender
documents as
wewill beinvit- -
in%_internation- TR\
a bids," Srivesta- ™
vasad.
AI 2¢h?1ur water |
supply tothecity is|
a??gf theUnit%/d
aion's Millen .

nium Gods that has been ac-
cepted by the Centre. The
Union government wantsa24-
hour water supply to be are-
%]tg in all mgjor metros b
but senior BMIC officids
say they can best the deadline.
The project wasfirst taken
up in 2006 a the World Bank's
insistence; it gave a grant of
Rs32 crorefor apilot study in
K-East ward. But a "flawed"
report submitted by Castalia
anditsinitial remark that the

BMCwastoo
inept to im-
plement the
project met
with™ protests
both from the
BMC and citizens
# who saw it ssamove
I to privatise water sup-
. ply. The consultants
| then suggested that
the BMC could im-
plement the proj-
ect if necessary

Bhagvan Das

reforms were carried out.
TheBMC, initsnotetothe
World Bank, has announced
the decision to appoint acor+
sultant to study the non-rev-
enue component (water lost
because of leakage and pil-
ferage), pinpoint causes and
provide solutions. It will dso
appoint_another agency to
supply, fix and maintain wa
ter meters and readings.
_ "The city will be divided
into several metering zones.



C

L

The consultants will instal
flow-meters on mains a the
int wherewater issupplied
rom areservoir toaward and
at theexit point wherethe war
ter to other wards. This
will" help measure the exact
quantity of water that each
ward receives," Srivastava

sad..

This will help officids
know how weter flowswithin
a zone, identify spots where
supply isinadequate and zero
inonthereasons.

"Lesking pipes will bere-
paired, rehabilitated or re-
placed and unauthorised con-
nectionswill be disconnected.
The meter agency will work
with the consultantswhile set-
ting up the meters," he said.
All"existing meters will aso
berepl asthenew meters
will %Ne automatic readings.

The BMC has aso drawvn
up plans to replace and reha:
bilitate the trunk mains, fer-

ing water from the lakes to
the treatment plant at
Bhandup, & acost of Rs 1000
crore over the next five years.
It has aso begun work on
threemgjor tunnels: Maabar
Hill to Cross Maidan, Marol-
Maroshi to Ruparel College
and Matunga and Veravai
reservoirs in Andheri (E) to
Yai Road in Andheri (W).
But the administration is
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DRINKING
PATTERN
2006-'07 figures show KE
in Andheri has consumed

more water than any other
ward in Mumbai

WARD CONSUMPTION
A 71.89
B 977
c 7.15
D’ 7427
B 41,9
N 78.44
F-S 49.10
G-N 69.29
GS 63.82
H-E 106.14
H-W 81.30
K-E 166.76
K-W 16250
li 117.74
M-E 93.16
M-W 82.27
N 98.45
P-N 109.85
P-S 83,67
R-C 110.42
R-N 64.86
R-S 11071
S 12168
T 82.96
TOTAL 2048.17

(Al figures are in million litres daily’
BMC also supplies 115.61 million
litres to Thane Gram Panchayat.)

et to convince corporators.

he BMC standing committee
last week rejected the propos-
d for a water-charge scheme
that would entail bigger users
to pay more; members ques-
tioned how it could be imple-
mented when almost 55 per
cent of water meterswerenot
working.
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