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world food production. The Indian
experience is quite representative
of that in other developing coun-
tries. A sea-change in the agricul-
tural sector was brought about by
the so-cdled Green Revolution of
the Seventies. The efforts of agri-
cultural scientists were successful
in producing high-yielding vari-
etiesof seeds. Thegovernment com-
lemented the efforts of scientists
stepping up investment inirriga-
tionfacilities. A moreextensivesys-
tem of irrigation, multiple crop-
ping and the high-yielding varieties
of seeds combined to bring about
substantially higher food outputs.
The 'revolution' in agriculture
lasted throughout the period 1965
80. Althoughtood grainoutputs cor-
tinued to Increase throughout the
Eighties, the processhasclearly lost
steam. For more than adecade, the
rate of increase in food output has
not kept pace with the increase in
populéation, and so there has been
an actual fdl inthe per capitaavail-
ability of food grains.

OW canweimprove per capi-
ta food availahility? While
some increase in food out-
put may comethrough the spread of
irrigation facilities, the easy optio-
nsof accelerating food grain produ-
ction are more or less exhausted.

The Green Revolution was promot-
ed by the production of better seeds,
andthisisessentially what is requi-

red &l over again. Unfortunately,
there have not been any dramatic
technologica breakthroughsinim-
proved varieties of seedsin recent
years. Government policies in the
Western world have dso aggravated
the food crisis. The ever-rising
crude ail prices and the insatiable
demand for energy inthe West have
prompted these governments to
offer rather large subsidies in the
production of aternative sources of
energy asthiswas supposed to con-
tribute towards energy independ-
ence. This has resulted in large-
scde diversion of crops away from
domestic households. For instance,
European countries have been
blending vegetable oilswith diesdl.
Across the Atlantic, very large
guantities of maize and wheat are
being used in the United States of
Americato makebio ethanol.

Itisparticularly tragic that the
converson of corn into ethanol
does not even contribute towards
American energy independence.
Even optimistic estimates tend to
show that the production of agdlon
of ethanol from corn requires
amost agdlonof energy. Sothereis
hardly any net increase in the su
ply of energy, but a significant
creasein the supply of food.
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