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79 per cent land ousteestribals

Sutirtho Patranobis

OVER A million peoplehave been ousted
from their homes In the last decade,
mostly from Andhra Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, Orissa and Jharkhand, a survey
done by NGOs has shown.

Of the 14 million displaced, 79 per
cent were found to be Scheduled Tribes
from the four states, which are hotbeds
of Naxalite activity.

Though such ahigh percentage of the
displaced are Scheduled Tribes, the com-
munity makes up only 82 per cent of In-
dia's population.

The NGOs, ActionAid and Laya, as
well as the Indian Socia Institute con-
ducted the survey that questioned the
government's model of development,
which is alienating an already vulnera-
ble section of society.

The total area acquired for setting up
industriesin thefour stateswasfound to
be 102 millionacres- roughly thearea28
timesthe sze of Delhi.

Projects for which land has been ac-
quired include mines, industrial plants
and dams.

The study pointed to a correlation be-
tween attempts to exploit minerals,
forests and rivers on an industrial scale
and the increasing impoverishment and
growing number of human rights viola
tion cases among those displaced.
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The report dso noted that all these
states have seen arise in both pesceful
and violent protests, which are coun-
tered increasingly by an aggressive state
hand. "Largescd e displacement induced
by India's dogged pursuit of economic
growth is ousting adivasis from land,
livelihood, ancestral homes and places
of worship,” said Bratindi Jena, who
works for tribal rights with ActionAid.
She added that tribal communities are
increasingly under attack in the name of
development.

The NGOs also spoke to a number of
tribalsin these states.

Gobindha Marin, who was displaced
because of arefinery project in Orissa
said his land was taken. "They took our
farming land. They left some houses.
They took the cremation ground, tem-
ple, well and pond. How will wesurvive."

Kumthadi Vadaka, another tribal
from Orissa, said: "We won't leave. We
are mountain people, if we go some-
whereedsewewill die. Wewill live here
and die here."

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had
said earlier this year that Maoist insur-
gency was the single most important
threat to the country'sinternal security.

And the four states worst affected by
displacement of tribals seem to be pro-
viding the most fertile ground for Nax-
alite insurgency.
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