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adhika Coom-
araswamy,
Specid  Rep-
resentative of
the Secretary-
General for Children
and Armed Conflict pre-
sented the Annud Re
port on Children and
Armed Conflict recently.

The report highlights
progress in the imple-
mentation of UN Securi-
ty Council Resolution
1612 and its monitoring
and reporting mecha
nism. It includes infor-
mation on compliance in
ending recruitment and use of children
by armed groups and other graveviola
tions. Itsannexes contain anaming and
shaming list of parties committing
these grave abuses. The report aso
rai ses concern about anumber of other
situations of concern and cross-cutting
issues that seem to have worsened
around the world due to the changing
nature of conflict.

"Thanks to the commitment of the
Security Council and the sustained po-
litical will on thisissue, the monitoring
mechanism on violations against chil-
dren in armed conflict in place is lead-
ing to positiveresults', announced Rad-
hika. She referred to the de-listing of
partiesin Cote d'lvoire from the annex-
es of the report and to progress on de-
velopment of action plansto demobilise
children from armed groups in Uganda,
Sri Lanka, Sudan and Myanmar.
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However, recruitment and use of
children is taking place in 13 situa
tions of concern including Burundi,
Chad, Colombia, the Democratic Re-
public of Co (DRC), Myanmar,
Nepal, the Philippines, Somaia, S
dan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Uganda and,
more lately, in Afghanistan and Cen
tral African Republic.

e confirmed initial evidence

hat dueto the changing nature of

arfare, children are increasing-
ly suffering from the consequences of
armed conflict. The report raises seri-
ous concerns about a series of cross
cutting issues such as the increasing
cases of recruitment or re-recruit-
ment of children across bordersand in
refugee or internally displaced camps
due to lack of security around the
(éar?;dps in DRC, Sri Lanka, Uganda and
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She dso said that
more support should be
given to the reintegra-
tion and the rehabilita-
tion of children who
have been associated
with armed groups to
avoid these re-recruit-
ments and to ensure
proper reintegration in
their communities.

Radhika dso de
plores the use of indis-
criminate wegpons such
as cluster munitions
during attacks in areas
of civilian concentra
tion, which has a severe
impact on civilians, particularly chil-
dren, even long after the conflict ended.
Children are caught in the crossfire in
too many situationsasvictims of indis-
criminate mortar shelling of residen-
tial areas, of bomb attacks or suicide
carsbombs.

Thereport calsfor effective targeted
measures against parties to armed con-
flicc who continue to systematically
commit grave violations against chil-
dren in defiance of recommendations
by the Working Group on Children and
Armed Conflict and of Security Council
resolutions. Member States concerned
adso should teke dfective action to
bring tojustice individuals responsible
through national justice systems.

Radhika stated that the Monitoring
and Reporting Mechanism set in place
by SC Resolution 1612 is unique and is
beginning to show positiveresuilts.



