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The Times Of India, Bombay, 16 Aug 2007

National Commission for Protection
of Child rights proposes code of
conduct for teachers

Let the state keep off schools

The Nationa Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR) has suggested

acodeof regulationsontheconduct of teachers
in schools. A standout feature of the codeis
atota ban on corpord punishment. Thisisa
weloome step, and should prod state govern-
mentsto ban all formsof physical assault on
students by teachers. Sofar, only six Indian
states have banned the cane In schools.
Corpord punishment isjust another
formof physical violenceand hasno
placein an enlightened society

However, there is a catch in
the way the code defines corporal .
punishment. Asking an errant child to write
an impodition or celing her names are now
ano-no. Parentsareadvised to call thepolice
when children report such instances. Thisis
going too far Common sense should prevail
over rigid definitions when disciplinary
messuresarejudged. Itisnot dwayspossible
to make afar judgment on the use of an
adjective, especialy in retrospect. Whet if
some stupid kid — sorry, words includin
stupid, idiot and mindless can attract an Fl

— misusestheprovision and dragsateacher
to the police station™? The code imagines that
children — aged between six and 17— can
never be malicious and are dways a disci-
plined lot. Thisis hardly the truth. Hooli-
ganism and mass copying are regularly
reportedfromour S Suchstudentscould
certainly dowith somediscipline.

However, itisironicthat astateagency has
comeoutwith stricturesagaingt vio-
lenceinclassrooms. not some
introspection instead? The Indian
state unapol ogetically usesviolence

~ to make people conform to its

litical and economicvision. Thisisdespite
aving innumerable laws that ban physical
violence. The NCRCR code, piousintentions
withstanding, isjust another ploy onthepart
of the stateto extend its control over schools
aswdl. Findly, teachers and students are
not immune to the violence in society.
| gggethe Chhattisgarh government asking
t stokespthecaneaway inschoolswhile
conductingaviolent law and order campaign
inthe state. How surreal, how unreal!
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Spare the children, please
The NCPCR has sent a strong message
to schools. It has issued a directive to
all states to crack down on al forms of
corporal punishment as well as verbal
humiliation of schoolchildren. Under the
new directives, school officials could be
in the dock for even scolding students.

ut
Elasthe NCRCR gonetoofar? Absolutely not.
In a country where corpora punishment is

and verbally intimidate children, some of
could be as young esfive years old.

There is unfortunately no national law
banning cruel or unusua punishment in
schools. The National Policy on Education
merely says that corporal punishment
isnot permissible. Only afew states such as
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil_Nadu have
banned corporal punishment. The Offences

common in many schools, the Against Children Bill, where
child rights panel has done the punishment in schools is one
ngr‘?’thtglnne%d for stringent guide- Ronojoy Sen g)olrlggﬁpgrﬂlngts yet to be ratified
lines is apparent from the recur- There are somewho would ssy
ring casesof corpora punishment scolding of schoolchildren and

in schools. Even as the NCPCR code was
bei n% debated, a 12-year-old girl was besten
to pulp inaschool in Gurgaon and had to be
hospitalised. A teacher apparently best the
girl with astick for not being ableto answer
aquestion. Such cases are not uncommon.
_However, therearenumerousinstancesof
milder punishment that go unnoticed. There
is enough evidence to suggest that teachers,
including those at elite schools, physicaly

verbal intimidation shouldn't be outlawed.
Thisargument isflawed. Verba abuse could
be as damaging and humiliating for children,
especialy the younger ones, as physical
punishment. Parents can, of course, takeu
Instances of abuse of their children wit
schools. But they aretoo often cowed by school
authorities to raise their voice. In such a
situation, there is no aternative but for the
state to crack the whip on schools.
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