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Every Indian hasright to settle anywhere

Suprime Court Remarks Send A Strong M essage

To Thackerays For Their Anti-North Indian Stand

New Delhi: Sending astrong message
to Shiv Sena chief Ba Thackeray and
his nephew Rg Thackeray for their
anti-North Indian statements, the
Supreme Court on Friday asserted that
every Indian hasaconstitutional right
to settle anywhere in the country.
The apex court aso expressed an-
guish at the increasing tendency of
some sections to indulge in violent
protests_a(?]a[ nst films, books or paint-
Ings which it said should be curbed
with an iron hand. "Indiaisnot an as-
sociation or confederation of states, it
isaunion of states and there is only
one nationality that is Indian. Hence
every Indianhasaright to go anywhere
inIndia, to settle anywhere, and work
and do business of his choice in any
part of India peacefully,” abench of
Justices H K Semaand Markandeya
Katju observed in a 36-pagejudgment.
Thegpex court medetheobservetion
while upholding the Ahmedabad mu-
nicipal corporation'smovetobanthesde
of meet inthetown during the nine-day
"Paryushanfedivd" obsarved by theJain
community Thebench'sassartioncomes

Bal Thackeray Supreme Court

in the recent backdrop of the Supreme
Court'scomment that It would not brook
any balkanization of the country "We
can understand what is happening. We
will not allow/permit balkanization of
thiscountry,” thecourthadhddonaPIL
seekingactionagaing Rg Thackeray for
his controversid anti-North Indian re-
marks. Justices Seamaand Kaju saidthe
drafting committee of the Congtitution
had attached grest importance to the
term "union” assymbalic of the deter-
mination of the assembly to maintain
theunity of the count(?/.

The apex court said peoplemigrate
from "uncomfortable" areas to “com-

India is not an association or
confederation of states, it is a union of
states and there is only one nationality
that is Indian. Hence every Indian has a
right to go anywhere in India, to settle
anywhere, and work and do business of
his choice in any part of India peacefully

fortableareas” in search of their liveli-
hood and other avenues which in the
interest of the country's unity cannot
be curtailed. "Since Indiaisacountry
of great dlverspg, it is absolutely es-
sential if wewish to keep our country
united to havetol erance and respect for
al communities and sects. It was due
to the wisdom of our founding fathers
that we have a Congtitution which is
secular in character, and which caters
tothetremendousdiversity inour coun-
try," the bench observed.

Inan adlusontotheincreasing in-
toleranceto thefresdom of peech, the
gpex court said some are engaging in



violent protests to protest "anything
under the sun"—be it abook, painting
or afilm. "These days unfortunately
ome people seam to be perpetually on
a short fuse and are willing to protest
often violently, about anything under
the sun on the ground that a or
painting or film etc has hurt the senti-
ments af their community. "Theseare
dangerous tendencies and must be
curbed with an iron hand. We are one
nation and must respect each other and
should havetolerance,” thebench said.

The judgment deslt at length the
reign of Emperor Akbar whothebench
said had banned the slaughter of ani-
mals for sx months in Gujarat. Refer-
ring to the ban imposed by the Ahmed-
abed divic body, the apex court said the
Gujarat HC hadtaken an erroneousview
that the ban violated the fundamental
right of the butchersto carry out their
trade. "In amulti-cultural country like
ourswith such diversty, oneshould not
be oversenstive and over t about
ashortrestrictionwhenitisbeing done
out of respect for the sentiments of a
particular sectionof society,” thebench
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observed. Citing historical records, the
gpex court said daughter houseshadre-
mained dosed in Gujarat for afew days
out of respect for the Jain community.
"We see nothing unreasonable in this
restriction,” thebench observed. Quat-
ing the dialoge between Bhishma Pita-
mahaand Y udhigthir in the Shanti Parv
of Mahabharata, Justice Katju writing
the judgment for the bench said Re-
publics have been destroyed only be-
cause of internal divisions.
"Republicshave been destroyed only
because of internal divisons, itisonly
when there are internal divisions be-
tween peoplethat an can destroy
it, hence arepublic should always try
to achieveunity and good relationsbe-
tweenitspeople,” JusticeKaju saidin
recollection of the said quote. Hinsa
}]/i.rodhak h Hmw%égn of the
laln communi Q| against
theGujarat HCtJyudgmqwt. TheHChad
passed the impugned judgment on a
writ petition filed by the Mirzapur Mot
Kuresh Jamat—an organization rep-
resenting the butchers and daughter-
houseowners, AGNIES
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