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Anti-conversion law
comesinto forcein Gujarat

Violators May Face Imprisonment

Rajiv Shah | TNN

Gandhinagar:From now on,
anyone wishingtb convert to
another rellrglon in Gujarat will
have to tell the state govern-
ment thwaredur%ggilmd
for how fong they had fal-
lowingtherdligionthey arere-
nouncing. Failing this, they
will be declared offenders and

rosecuted under criminal
aws, accordingto theanti-con-
versonlaw which cameinto &-
fect this month.

WORD OF LAW

« Anyone wishing to convert will
have to state the reason. Else,
they'll be declared offenders

« It is obligatory for a priest
seeking to convert to take DM's
permission

« DM has to maintain a register
on conversions

« Forced conversion can land the
priest behind bars for three years

« Jainism and Buddhism aren't
sub-sects of Hinduism

~ Thenew law, called the Gu-
jarat Freedom of Reigion Act,
2008 wasgestatingfor fiveyears
because the state government
hadn't come up with rules on
the kind of information to be
prgwdedwhneapplywqfor per-
mission to convert. Also now
confirmed is that Jainism and
Buddhism aren't sub-sects of
Hinduism. These rules have

been published in the Gujarat
overnment gazette and are -
ectivesinceApril 1.

The law makes it obligatory
for apriest seeking to convert
omeoneto take district megis-
trate's permission to avoid po-
liceaction. Thepriest will have
to sSgnadetailedform providing
persond information ontheper-
sonwhom hewishesto convert,
whether theonesought tobecon-
verted isaminor, a scheduled
cagteortribal, marital Status, oc-
cupation and monthly income.

Forced conversion canland
the priest behind barsfor three
years. The other information
mandatory istheaddressof the
place where the conversion is
totakeplace, itsdateandtime,
the name and address of the
priest, and full personal details
of the persons taking part in
the conversion ceremony.

Therules say only after the
DM grants permission within
amonth of the application can
thepriest bedlowed to perform
the conversion ceremony If he
refuses permission, thereasons
would have to be communicat-
edto the J)Ilcant. Failureto
apply would lead to "prosecu-
tion for an offence’, authoriz-
ing apolice officid not below
the rank of a police inspector
to start inquiry and sub-divi-
siond magistrate to prosecute
the "off ". Therulesmake
it obligatory for the DM to
maintain aregister on conver-
sions, giving reasonsfor grant-
ing or refusing permission.



