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Blood On Thar Hands

Nandigram is one of the darkest
chapters in CPMs history

Praful Bidwai

Wet Bengd chief minister Buddhadeb Bhetta-
charjee's rationalisation of the violent
"recapture” of Nandigram by CAM cadres as
mere”retaiation” against their who
werepaid back "inthesamecoin’, isoneof the
mogt brazen defences by an Indian |eader of the
state's abdication of its fundamental responsi-
bility to protect the life and limb of al its
dtizens NandigramwitnessedwasaCFM
campaign of armed violence to regain control
of two of the aredls three blocks, which it lost
early thisyear owingtoitsabortive bid
to impoe a 25000-acre Specid

so the party's unguestioned supremacy
could be re-established — even if that meant
brutalising innocents. In recent weeks, the
|mlpend|ng arrival of the Central Reserve
Police Force lent urgency to the task.

The latest episode represents one of the
darkest chapters in the history of the Indian
Léft. It hastarnished the Left's ‘pam cularly the
CPM's, image as one of the tew principled
components of our political spectrum guided
by anidedlogy m%programm_e, which upholds
constitutional values, public decency, and
negotiated resolution of corflicts, representsthe
poor, and isan asset to democracy. Nandigram
showed that the CPVI can unlessh, for entirely
sectarian reasons, violenceagaingt farmersand
other working people, inwhose nameit spesks
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This couldn't have happened without the
state’'s complicity, indeed without the party
suborning the state. This has disturbing
implications. Any defence of such actions
greatly weskensthe liberd-secular-democratic

argument against the communa Right,
articulated ably by the Left too, that inter-
ference by politicd parties and their efiliates

(eg. thel withthe state'sfunctionsgravely
undermines democracy.

However, several CPM members and
supporters, including some distinguished
academics, haveturnedablind eyetothiswhile
rushing tothe part¥'s defence—just when they
should be counsdlling critical introspection.
Their argument rests on presenting CPM
cadres as Nandigram's principal victims, and

Economic Zone on an unwilling
letiontofavour Indones es Seim Group.

Bhattacharjee didn't spesk like a
respongble, democreticaly dected CM,
but like a party apparatchik who
reposes greater faith in its cadres and
musclemen than in the rule of law.
Indeed, he explicitly defended his
decision not to send the police into
Nandigram because "l didn't want a
\r,%eeu of the March 14 incident”, in

ich14 ewerekilled. Thefiring
wasn't afluke. Citizens independent
inquiries have established that armed
pro-CPM cadres joined the police
In th%tafunltlve expedition, some
disguised in offidd uniforms. A Peo-
ﬁ!es Tribund, congsting of aretired

igh court chief justiceand socid activists, doc-
umented this, arter recording 174 depo-
Stionshby thevictims. Its chilling conclusions
show dose paliceCPM collusion. The motive
wasto "teach" =7 opponents "ales-
son'”,

The CAM just wouldn't countenance that it
would not be the peopl€'s sole representative
or loseits influence in Nandigram. To regain
it, it started a systematic campaign of
intimidation and eviction of ordinary people,
turning thousands into refugees, and impos-
ing collective punishment on them through a
months-long economic blockade. Thelogicwes
that the anti-CPM Bhumi Ucched Pratirodh
Committee (BURC) must be ousted at any cost

e

—andfromwhomit derivesitsvery rationale.
Going by well-corroborated reports, last
fortnight's armed invasion was meticulously
Blanned. The police were confined to the
arracks. CAM cadresfromfour districtswere
deployed, many of them trained in using
firearms. The military-style operation had three
€ompo OnNowv 58 amulti-pronged
offengve was launched by three attacki 515;
groups, each 200-plus-strong. OnNovember 10,
a second wave of attackers pushed BUPC
supporters into CAM stronghold Khejuri,
taking 600 of them "prisoner”. Findly, BURC
stronghold Sonachurawas overrun, using the
prisonersasa'human shield". Within hours,
the area was "liberated" amidst raucous
celebrations by gun-toting musclemen.

highlighti ngl_" infiltration" by Maoists,
assisted by Trinamul ress.

But evidence of suchinfiltrationis
of the same quality as the evidence
about Saddam's mass-destruction

wespons. Besides, it beggars belief
that ousted "didodged” cadres
greetly outnumbered BUPC-supporter

refugees. By al credible evidence,
the latter (severa thousands) out-
numbered the former by afactor of
10 or more. The BURC and Trinamul
indisputably have their own thugs.
They too practised violence, but It's
hardto bdieve they matched the Sate-
assigted dout of thedomineering, mili-
_ tant, well-oiled ruling party machine.
EvenassumingtheBURC™ didooged”
CPM cadres, it'sfor the State, not the party, to
remedy this. Violent retaliation can only
generate counter-violence, while breaching
congtitutional norms. Nor can Maoid
"infiltration” justiéy indiscriminate attacks on
adversaries or ordinary people.
~ Nandigram exposes the rot that has set
into the West Bengal CFM in the form of
criminalisation, pro-rich policies, corruption,
reliance on muscle power, and arrogant
disdain towards its own allies — the CH,
Forward Bloc and RSP. Thethree now say the
CPM donebears"responsbility” for the Nandi-
%ram violence and must rethink its policies.
heir plea can only work if they quit the
cabinet while remaining in the Left Front.
The writer is apolitical commentator.




