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Tsunami: no evacuation

ordersissued in State

GHE\NAE A generd tsunami
alert was issued following the
earthquake in Sumatra, Indo-
nesa, on Wedneday for dl
countries in the Indian
Ocean. However, the Tamil
Nadu Government did not
take stepsto evacuate coastal
villages &fter being advised
that atsunami was unlikely to
oceur.

A Government representa:
tive said no evacuation orders
were given after the State re-
caved the inteligence that
pressure points embedded in
the Indian Oceanbetween In-
donesa and the Andaman
and Nicobar Idands hed
shown no changes. But the
administrative set-upin coas-
tal digtrictswas on full aert.

In Chennai, the police used
the public address system to

warn residents close to the
seashore about the possibility
of a tsunami occurring after
the high intensity quake in
Sumatra, as did district ad-
ministration officids in Cud-
dalore.

Cudddore dffidds used
the public address systems
set up during the rehabilita
tion efforts taken in Decem-
ber 2004. Fishermen were
warned againgt venturing in-
to sea, though information
centres set up ineight villages
registered no increase in the
height of the waves, water
current and wind speed.

In Ramanathapuram, yet
another coastd district, tour-
istswerewarned to stay avay
from the seashore. There
were reports of people in a
section of thevillages, includ-
ing Vdinokkam and Erwedi
being moved to safer places.



