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|ndia gets 'most modern' tsunami
warning set-up

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hyderabad, 15 October

hree years after tsunami

battered many coadtd parts
of the country, Indiatoday un-
veledthe"most modern” tsuna-
mi early warning centre that
will issue aert for the killer
waveswithin 13 minutesof an
earthquake.
~ TheNational Early Warn-
ing System for Tsunami
and Storm Surges in the
Indian Ocean was dedicated
to the nation by the Minister
of Earth Sciences, Kapil Sihal,
at a ceremony attended by
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister YS Rajasekhar Reddy,
top scientists and senior gov-
ernment officias.

Thetsunami warning cen-

tre has been set up at the
Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services
(INCQOIS) here.

"Wenow requireabout sev-
enminutesto analysetheearth-
quakedataand another Sx min-
utes to run simulation mod-
elsto generate aerts,” Sibal
gd’ . . .
working to reduce this time

hdf

Peter Koltermann, head,
Tsunami Co-ordination Unit
Inter-governmental Oceano-
graphicCommission, UNESCO,
described the system as the
"most modern" in the world.

"Thelndian systemiscom-
pletely different from the
Pecific Tsunami Warning Sys-
tem. Itisthemost modernsys-
tem as INCOIS has adopted

amulti-hazard approachin de-
velopingit," Koltermann said.

Thewarning centre, which
has been established at a cost
of Rs 125 crore, will dlsois-
uedertsfor andgorm
surgesthat wresk havoc aong
the eastern coastline.

"We had promised the coun-

dingthescientistswere ! try to put in place a tsunami

warning system soon after the
December 2004 tsunami dev-
astated many coastal parts
of the country. We deliver
the system today,” Sibal said.
The warni 23 centre has
been established by the Min-
istry of Earth Sciences in
collaboration with the De-
partment of Scienceand Tech-
rdog)r/],thquJa_rtmeﬁqupape
and the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research.
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