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Report gives poor marks
for tsunami rehabilitation

GHENNAL Three years on
from the tsunami, the sto-
ry of relief and rehabilita-
tion in Tamil Nadu is one
of widespread exclusion,
Poor quaity congtruction,
ack of consultation with
communities, insensitivity
to women, and lack of ur-
gency on the part of the
State, accordingto areport
by Vilimbunila Makkd
Kurd (Voices from the
Margins), aforumsetupin
theweake of the disaster.

The report of the forum
that includesfishworkers
unions, community lead-
ers, non-governmental or-
ganisations and activistsis
to be used asthebasisfora
two-day peoplée's tribunal
on the status of tsunami
rehabilitation, to be held
in Chennai from Friday.
Thetribunal, whose panel-
listsinclude Justice H Su-
resh  (retired judge,
Mumba High Court), Dr.
Agghar Ali Engineer, Dr.
K.N. Panikkar and Dr. Y&
sodha  Shanmugasunda
ram, will conduct an
independent enquiry into
E)scl)lmami rdwatt;;gé%mion. ﬁA

icy report on the
testi mom of tsunami-&f-
fected people and the ob-
servations of experts and
community leaderswill be
submitted to the Prime
Minigter, Chief Minigters
of Tamil Nadu and Pudu-
cherry and donors.

Thereport reviewswork
undertaken in 84 coadtal
villages in four regions in
Tamil Nadu. It documents
casss of excuson from
new housing because of
the chdlenges of identifi-
caion in the absence of
documents that have been
swept away and seasond
migration. ltfindsthat life
in relocated villagesin Na:

jgpattinam, Kanyakumeari,
Cudddore and the Karai-

ka region of Puducher
Union Territory is consd-
erablyworsethaninprevi-
ous settlements. Long and
expendve commutes to
the seaand security for the
boats cut into wages
Roads sanctioned with the
sueloport of the Adan De-
velopment Bank have not
been laid in 75 per cent of
the villages in which the
assessment was conducted
and 70 per cent of villages
have no planning for storm
water drainage.

Yardstick of success

On the eve of the tribu-
na, Justice Suresh sad
that the panel will look in-
to the facts found by activ-
iss and hear the
depositions of the affected.
The yardstick of success,
he said, would not be
whether one lakh rupees
or one boat or severa nets
had been given but how far
rehabilitation had upheld
the dignity of those
affected.

Mapping the progress
on tsunami projects not
only helpsto ensure ddliv-
ery of promises made to
victims and account for
donations made by the
public in good faith, but is
vita in terms of lessons
learned in afuture affected
by climate change, accord-
ing to Dr Unnikrishan, an
expertin Emergencies and
Human Security at Action
Aid. "In the past 10 years,
there has been a 60 per
cent increase in the num-
ber of people affected by
disasters... We can't con-
trol the disaster but we can
stop the disaster from be-
comingacriss," hesaid.

'What tsunami rehabil-
itation is teaching usis to
put people at the centre. If
we have better engage-
ment by the people we can
better hold NGOs and go-
vernments accountable.



