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Disaster mock drill
shows up drawbacks

Navi Mumbai: A surprise
mock drill organised in Navi
Mumbai, under the United Nex
tions Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), hasexposed
afew drawbacks in disaster
management kills of various

departments. As part of the

exercise, on Friday afternoon,
a make-believe accident was
crested near the Uran Phata
area, involvingthecollisonof
apublic transport bus and a
huc?e gastanker carrying haz-
ardous chemical gas, at sector
190f Nerul, near (central
businessdistrict) at 220 pm.

The main observer from
Thane collectorate, Ravindra
Mulik, told TOI, "The mock
drill wasorganisedto check the
responsetimeof various
cesanddsotheir ility to
handleadisasterinNavi Mum-
bai. Wefoundafen misgivings,
which will need to be rectified
in caxe of areal disagter.”

Earlier in Thane, a fire
mock drill washeld, and sm-
ilar drills were also held in
four other municipal corpo-
rations in Thane district.

Mulik further informed
that while the "accident’ took

lace a 220 pm, the CBD fire

rigade was the first to re-
spond by reaching the spot at
2.28 pm. "However, we tound
that thefiremen werenot pri
erly trained to handle the po-
tentially dangerous situation
in case of the poisonous gas
leak, which could have led to
somethi g akin to the Bhopd
gestragedy"

Headdedthat theentirere-
port of the mock drill will be
sent to variousdepartmentsat
Mantralaya, including the
home department. "The pur-
poseof themodk drill istogive
prc()fer training to the 4ff,
and not to take any action
against them," said Mulik.

The traffic police reached
thespot agood 25 minutes|at-
er at 245 pm, whilethe CBD
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CRISIS ZONE: The mock mishap
was to test response time

police came even later a 255
Ic_)m. "The treffic and city po-
iceshould havebeenthefirst
to cometothe spot in order to
manage the treffic after the
disaster and <o to evacuate
the public in case of a gas
lesk," hesad.

Navi Mumba police com-
missoner Ramrao Wagh com-
mented, "The pt_Jrf)_oseof any
surprisemock drill istohdpus
improviseour sysems. Sowe
will epeaidly lookintotheweek
paBtsmcasaof ad_%er.

eputy municipa com-
missoner of Navi Mumbai
Municipa Corporation, Amy-
ish Pathigere, added: "l re-
member my d&ff from the
NMMC disaster
teemwereloudly warningthe
publicto scaiter avay fromthe
gastanker, but the public did
not probably because
they could not | the gas.
He said that the ‘accident vic-
tims wereimmediatdy rushed
tothe D Y Petil hospitd in
Nerul, and were given al the
emergancy treatment ontime,

Patnigere said that such
modk drills were essentid to
keep the emer response
teamsvery dert. "During the
forthcoming Navratri Di-
wali festivals wewill behod-
ing skitsﬁhplaysaqd diﬁgibut—
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Ilrc?ggranjt the sof LRG
s |eaks and other types of
Ires, he sad.
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