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The rapacious waters leave a trail of
destruction and render lakhs homeless

Sanjeev Kumar Jha (North Bihar)

he fishes are gasping, not out of the water this time. Rather

in the water itself! The womb of the mythological Virgin

River (popularly known as Kosi Maiya) is proving to a

graveyard for children this time. It is not at all a flood,
rather it is a catastrophe or the curse of the Kosi river. Thousands of
acres of residential land under the Saharsa and Pumia divisions-
which had been humming with human activity till few days ago-
have now turned into a flood-devastated terrain. The roaring sound
and sight of five to ten feet deep turbulent water can be heard and
seen at uncountable number of places in Madhepura, Supaul,
Saharsa, Araria, Katihar and Pumnia districts. Also visible on the
roads are groups of flood victims -- no one knows where they are
going and what will happen to them the next moment.
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