t was one of the worst-hit areas of the 2005 July del-

uge and remained submerged under water for four

days. It is an arterial subway that connects Vile Par-
le (East) to Santacruz (West).
BMC SOLUTION: Functioning of pumping station at
Irla will provide relief to Milan Subway users as there
is no proper water disposal system in the area. The
deadline for completion of work on the pumping station
af Irla is 2009.
RESIDENT SPEAK: R Haridas, secretary Relief Road
Housing Society Association, says, "MMRDA plans to
construct a flyover at Milan Subway (MS), joining it to
the service lane of the Western Express highway — to
minimise problems pertaining to traffic and water log-
ging. BMC constructs a temporary still bridge at MS for
motorists in the monsoon. They should instead make a
three-way flyover and close the Milan subway”

June 30 last year and the 2005 deluge. Water levels

rose up to five feet during floods, and normal life
was thrown out of gear due to water-logging in this low
lying area.
BMC SOLUTION: BMC has started thorough cleaning
and verification with CCTVs for Britannia drain sys-
tem, which has an outfall near Raey Road. Large dis-
charge point is into the sea near Raey Road, After mon-
soom 1T will rehabititate the drains. This will benefit
places like Parel, Hindmata junction, Lalbaug and
Kalachowki.
RESIDENT SPEAK: “BMC should concentrate on
open drains which get choked with garbage from stall
vendors crowding Parel and Hindmata and causes wa-
ter-logging,” says Ramakant Pavaskar, Parel Resident
Association

T he place was in the grip of the monsoon fury during



vacuation during monsoon has become routine for
EChemhur residents. During heavy rain lives get dis-
rupted because the whole area gets marooned. As
residents will tell you, this situation hasn't changed over
the last few years.
BMC SOLUTION: All nullahs from Chembur have a
disposal point at Mahul Creek. BMC has taken the work
of cleaning Subash Nagar nullah, Vadavli nuflah and
Somaiya nutlah and widening of the Mahul creek will
give relief to Chembur, claim civic officials.
RESIDENT SPEAK: Rajkumar Sharma, AGNI coordi-
nator, says, “Training and de-silting of nullahs will not
solve the problem. We have been trying to convince the
BMC to stop raising the roads and haphazard covering
of stormwater drains, which is creating new flooding ar-
eas. Unless they relocate the utilities which are like a net
across the drains, they obstruct the flow of water,”

e T )

he Mithi river that carries both sewage and
storm water to the sea, originates at Powai
and meets the Arabian Sea at Mahim Creek
flowing through residential and industrial
complexes of Powai, Saki Naka, Kurla, Kalina,
Vakola, Bandra-Kurla complex, Dharavi and
Mahim. It is a confluence of tail water dis-
charge from Powai and Vihar lakes. The river
is also a natural drainage channel that carries
excess water during the monsoon. Over the
years, the river has also become the garbage
carrier, as all sorts of industrial and residen-
tial waste gets discharged into the river.

BMC plan for 2008

Out of the total length of 17.8 km of the Mithi
River, the BMC will take up work of 11.8 km
from Virar to CST Road in Kurla. BMC has
completed Phase I involving deepening and
widening the river by removing silt and exca-
vating rocks. Phase Il of the project, in which
retaining walls will be constructed on both
sides of the river and construction of access
road will be completed only after the removal
of encroachment in the area.
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central railway lines were waterlogged bringing the city

to a standstill.
BMC SOLUTION: In the Brimstowad report, there is a sug-
zestion to construct a new underground drain that will cross
he Western and Central Raibway lines passing ihrough Shiv-
aji Park area, ultimately leading to the Arabian Sea, to tackle
the problem of water-logging in Dadar TT
RESIDENT SPEAK: “During the monsoon, and chiefly be-
cause of sea erosion, high tide and thundershowers impact
Veer Savarkar Marg, flooding it. In Dadar, one has to tackle the
problem of erosion of the seaface first. Dadar TT is a shallow
part of Mumbai island, and if we pump water into the Arabi-
an Sea, the environmental impact on the shore should be as-
sessed in a scientific manner. Definitely, there will be sea ero-
sion this monsoon, which, in turn, will weaken the walls of
buildings near the sea,” says Ashok Ravat, member, Shivaji
Park Resident and Citizens ALM (Sparc).

W hen thundershowers began in Dadar, the western and

pease the Rain Gods and have furniture made from gran- :

fie 2t Trevhe (e, Ouoder Bantin (OB) wes an earihen
embankment built during the 1930s, incorporating floodgates
to prevent ‘daily high tides from enteting residential areas on
the eastern side of the Bandh. In June 2000, the BMC demol-
ighed the four floodgates. The residents filed a writ petition in :
2001 to the High Court seeking permanent relief from flooding. :
BMC SOLUTION: GB is in phase 2 of Brimstowad, wherein
works on widening and training of nutlahs are in progress.
The BMC is planning to put one floodgate at the junction of the
four nullahs. BMC also proposes a stormwater pumping station
at GB, which is in the planning stage. :
RESIDENT SPEAK: "There is no logic in putting one flood-
gate and pumping station, as it will not solve the problem of
flooding," says Gautam Rao, president, Guzdar Scheme Resi-
dents Trust. "The new floodgate will be in violation of the CRZ,
The BMC hasn't taken into account the restoration of the flood-
gates in their original position, restoration of the mangroves. :

Here residents have changed the décor of their houses to ap-







