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Many more Retiwalas in store?

BMC claimsindugtrial
estatesin tlhe city argd
not properly equipp
to deal with fire

Pandurang Mhaske

Fire s

does not seem to be too &

high on the priority list of most in- ==

dustrial estates. If the recent survey
carried out by the fire brigade is any-
thing to go by, the 500-odd industrial
houses in the city aren't adequately
equipped to deal with afire))

The recent fire at the Retiwaa In-
dustrial Estatewhichclaimed 10lives,
displayed the scant regard that indus-
trial units have for fire ssfety norms.

Municipal commissioner Jairgj
Phatak, said, "The fire brigade
checked out more than 118 industrial
estatesin theidand city and their fire
safety measures. Each and every one
of them was found to have something
or the other missing.”

"Wewill issuedl these estateswith
compliancenotices. If they fail to com-

ply theBMCwill revoketheir license.”
According to additional municipal
commissioner Kishore Gagbhiye, most
of th(lainlijustrial efs_tatefs_ 9r<]i_sting inthe
city lack proper fire fighting equi
et W found tht Mo of them
had blocked their fire escape. We are
also going to inspect the industrial

units in the western and eastern sub-
urbsof theaity.” ) )
A recent amendment in the Fire

SHey Act ifies rules and regula
tions regarding fire safety measures.
The BMC has been empowered to dis-
connect electric and water connec-
tions, revoke operation licenseandfile
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acrimina complaint against estates
not observing fire safety norms.
G?]bhwe said, "The Retiwaainci-
dent happened due to violation of fire
safety norms. It took severa hoursfor
thefirebrigadeto dousethefire. Inor-
der to ensure that there are no such
mishaps, wearenow goingto bestrin-
gent and dap noticesto all those who
areviolating thefire ssfety norms.”
Ggbhiyefurther said that the BMC
aso has the power to revoke the per-
mission granted to any industrial unit.
However, the blame doesn't com-
pletey lieon theindustrial units. AD
Sawart, chief fire officer, said "It isthe
ward assistant commissioner's re-
sponsibility to ensure that industrial
units are following the safety norms.
They can take appropriate action
against those violating the safety
measures.”
Special inspection ordered: Assis-
tant commissioners of each ward have
been directed to carry out specid in-
spection of industrial estates, hotels,
hospitals, malls, and petrol pumps.
BMC will aso seek helpfromthe state
and central agenciesin such cases."

Dosand donts

Loft area only for storage and fire
proof. It must be one-third of the
total area

No storage within 1 m of electric
installations

Raw material should be stored
away from finished goods

No combustible and flammable
commodity should be kept on the
premises

All electrical heating appliances
shall be provided with thermosta-
tic control valve

Cooking, smoking, dwelling and
use of naked light, prohibited
Entiles, exits, common passages,

corridors, left free from encum-
brances

Fife escape gallery balcony shall
not be encroached at any time
Above ground water storages
shall not be constructed on open
space
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