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Students flock to NGOsfor rural work

SREELATHA MENON
New Delhi, February 21

blunteerismisthe'inthing
in college campuses across
the country, as students

warm up to the idea of expe-

riencing a bit of realism. And

the impetus to this movement

of sorts is being provided by,
NGOswanting to offer the stu-

dents aview of life from a
different perspective.

If the enrolment figures avail-
ablewith NGOs Volunteer and
Centre for Science and Envi-
ronment (CSE) are to be be-
lieved, the number of student
volunteers is growing.

Volunteer offered 60 ru-
ral fellowships to students all
over the country for aperiod of
six weeks. The fellowship of-
fered avolunteer a stipend of
Rs 3,000.

SeemaVVerma, who heads
the Delhi office of Volunteer
says that the programme had
been initiated just three years
ago with 20 fellowships offered
in Delhi.

Volunteer hastied up with
four other NGOs in different
states to host the students for
six weeks and expose them
to the work being donein vil-
lages.

Of course, thefact the pack-
aging is being done in an at-
tractive manner helps. For
the most part, thetrip is pack-
aged as a holiday cum reality

trip, with three of the sta-
tionsbeing in Uttarakhand and
two in Rgasthan.

CSE hes 90 decided to har-
ness student volunteers. Its
inspiration is ateacher:Jean

Dreze and the Right to Food
campaign which has always
been drawing liberally from stu-
dent volunteers for its efforts
to monitor variousgovernment
food schemes.

CSE plansto usevolunteers
from colleges to monitor Na-
tional Rural Employment Guar-
antee Scheme (NREGP) in 160
villagesin 10 districtsin 10 states

SaysRichard Mahapatraco-
ordinator for the NREGP proj-

ect in CSE, "Wewereinspired
by Drezewho hasused student
volunteers so successfully in
the Right to Food campaign.”
The CSE programmeismore
long term as it is identifying

auniversity in each of the 10
districts which will tie up
with NREGP permanently asa
'development partner' and send
student volunteers every year
as changemakers.

Sambal pur University, Jamia,
JNU and a few others have
already shown aninterest, says
Mahapatra.

The stipend will be Rs 100
aday for 16 days including a
four day training session with

choicewith the samestipends

About six of these have
been offered so far and three
of the students have subse-
quently joined NGOs, says
Porischa

NH is also workingwith
Nationd Service Scherre (NS
the country's origind youth
volunteer programnein sonel
places like Pune and Delhi.

The Centre for Science and Environment plans
to use volunteers from colleges to monitor
NREGR the inspiration being Jean Dreze and the
Right to Food campaign

Dreze himself as one of the
teachers.

"It hashardly been fivedays
sincewe put the announcement
on our website and we are
getting responsesfromal over,
says Mahapatra.

NGO Pravah in Delhi has
been tapping youth volunteers
with a six day stay in rural
locations for some time while
National Foundation for In-
dia(NFI) hasbeen offering two
month internships to 60 stu-
dentsin Delhi, Pune and Sam-
bal pur to work with NGOs in
the back of the beyond.

Barsha Porishca, the pro-
gramme coordinator for the
NF fellowships saysit hasbeen

namazing journey from 20in-
ternships offered in Delhi in
2005 to 60 internshipsbeing d-
fered last year from Delhi, Pune
and Sambalpur.

NGO Patang in Sambal pur
which is NFI's partner there
got 20 applicantslast year and

25this year far the 13 seats
on offer.

Says Debashish Das of
Patang "W\ sert students witk:
in and outside Orissa They
go mostly in groups dof three
o four. One group for instance
wert to the NGOAgragames
in Kalahandi."

Thestudents ge& a month-

ly stipend of Rs5000 andthres
tier sleeper class train fare.
Therurd rendezvous does
na end here far the students.
NR offers apprenticeships
for students to spend six to
eight monthswithan NGOd





